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HALF  DIMES 

1840 

No  Drapery,  PCGS  AU-55  

tl'i'i 

1948 

8/7/6,  AU,  dipped,  Ver.  1  

.  Jf  u 

1848 

8/7/6,  Choice  toned  UNC  

.  IM 

1848 

Large  Dete,  Choice  toned,  UNC 

.  IKMJ 

18510 

Choice  toned  /UJAJNC  

.  300 

1851-0 

PCGS  MS-63   

.  900 

1853-0 

NA,  nice  XF,  weak  date  

ann 

.  IHHI 

1856-0 

Choice  toned  AU/UNC  

.  275 

1857-0 

Choice  toned  UNC  

325 

1866 

Toned  /UJ,  tight  marks  

.  400 

1Bo7 

Nice  AU,  light  hairlines  

SOO 

UIMb9 

1837 

No  Stars,  ANACS  CACHE  AU-58..$685 

1841-0 

PCQS  MS-61,  very  scarce  

ocn 
.  950 

1842-0 

Medium  0,  Choice  UNC   

nrjcn 

1858-0 

PCGS  MS-61,  rare  In  UNC  

innn 
lUUU 

1858-S 

VF-H,  rare  

0"TC 

1859-S 

VP,  nice   

OCR 

1864-S 

ore 

1866-S 

PCGS  MS-62,  cracked  obv  

3750 

1oo7 

PCQS  Proo(-63,  rare  

1o71-CC 

Fine  detail  but  porous,  marks  . 

.  450 

1871-S 

PCGS  MS-62.  flat  head  

.  900 

1874-CC 

Q-t-,  two  reverse  scratches  . . . 

1350 

1879 

9/9,  PCGS  Prool-60  

.  385 

1880 

XF,  rare  

255 

1881 

Choice  Proof-60-H-H  

.  360 

1885-S 

VG/F,  very  rare  

.  575 

1885-S 

Choice  XF  

2000 

1885-S 

AU  

2800 

1889-S 

Toned  Choice  UNC,  micro  s  . . . 

.  325 

QUARTERS 

1842 

U),  PCGS  MS-61,  Var  1-A  . . . . 

$5500 

1842-0 

SO,  Die  State  1-A,  Q/VQ  

350 

1842-0 

SO,  Die  State  1-A,  Fine  

675 

1842-0 

SO,  the  only  true  UNC  known. 

Die  state  1-A,  unique  in 

65,000 

1845 

NGC  MS-64  Var  1-A  

3000 

1846 

PCGS  MS-63,  one  o(  the  finest 

2250 

1849-0 

Choice  Q/VG  Var  1-A  

465 

1849-0 

Choice  VG/F  Var  1-A   

700 

1850-0 

Super  slider  BU,  Var  1-B  

800 

1851 

Choice  AU,  Var  1-B   

475 

1852 

PCGS-63,  choice,  Var  2-B  . . . . 

2000 

1856-S 

Original  choice  AU,  Var  2-C  . . 

..  825 

1858-S 

XF/AU,  a  few  pin  ticks,  Var  2-B 

.  600 

QUARTERS 

1860-S  Fine,  a  few  marks,  Var  1-A  ....  (375 

1860-  S      Choice  Fine,  very  nice    465 

1861-  S  XF-I-,  old  cleaning,  Var  2-B  ....  750 

1862-  S      XF,  dark,  Var  2-A   400 

1862-S      AU,  old  cleaning,  Var  2-A   750 

1863        Choice  AU/UNC,  original  450 

1864-  S  Choice  VG/F,  original,  Var  1-A  ..  350 

1865-  S      Choice  XF,  mark,  Var  1-A   275 

1866        Choice  Flne-12,  Var  1-A   385 

1866  ANACS  CACHE  Proof-61,  Var  2-B .  .725 

1866-  S      VG/F,  Var  1-A,  very  rare   300 

1866-S      Fine   400 

1866-  S      VF,  rare   600 

1867  VF-h,  Var  1-A,  rare   300 

1867-  S      VF,  Var  1-A,  rare   265 

1868  Choice  XF,  Var  1-A,  rare   300 

1868  Choice  Proof,  Var  2-B   675 

1868-  S  XF/AU,  old  cleaning,  Var  1-A  ...  350 

1869  Choice  XF,  Var  1-A,  very  rare  . . .  600 

1869  Choice  Proof,  Var  2-B  875 

1869-  S      XF,  Var  1-A,  rare  400 

1870  Choice  proof-like  BU,  Var  1-A  . .  1100 

IffTO-CC     Fine  but  slightly  rough   1950 

1871-CC     G+IQ,  Var  1-A,  very  rare  1000 

1871-CC     Fine  but  slightly  rough   1700 

1ff71-S       VF-h,  rim  tick,  Var  1-A   550 

1871-  S       XF,  Var  1-A,  rare   800 

1872-  CC  VG/G,  choice  for  grade,  Var  1-A  .  400 

1872-CC     VF,  old  cleaning,  Var  1-A   1250 

1872-S      VG  but  weak  reverse   300 

1873         Arrows,  Ch.  BU,  light  marks   675 

1875-CC     Proof-like,  Var  1-A   1750 

1878-S       Nice  XF■^,  Var  1-A   475 

1878-S       Nice  AU,  Var  1-A,  very  rare  875 

1878-CC     Proof-like  Ch.  BU  Var  1-A   1250 

1878-CC  Choice  BU,  PCGS  MS-62, 

Var  2-B   700 

1880  AU  Proof,  Var  1-C   275 

1881  XF-I-,  hidden  marks,  Var  1-A ... .  245 

1882  Choice  Proof  Var  2-B   485 

1883  Choice  Proof,  Var  1-A   485 

1884  VF/XF,  Var  1-A,  rare   275 

1885  VF,  Var  2  B   235 

1885  Choice  toned  UNC,  Var  1-A   850 

1886  ANACS  CACHE  AU-50,  Var  1-A  . .  775 

1886  PCGS  MS-64,  Var  1-A,  very  rare  1875 

1887  Proof,  Var  2-B,  rare   475 

1888  XF,  Var  1-A,  rare   275 

1891  Gem  BU,  89  in  denticles, 

Var  7-Q   2500 

1891-0      F/VG,  Var  1-A   175 
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The  Transitional  1840-O  No  Drapery  Quarter 

by 

Jack  Marston 


When  you  examine  an  1840-O  ND  quarter  you  will  immediately  notice  that  the 
coin  looks  somewhat  different  from  other  Liberty  Seated  quarters,  yet  this  differ- 
ence seems  small  until  a  closer  comparison  is  made  with  other  quarters  of  this  per- 
iod. On  the  obverse  you  will  notice  that  the  denticles  are  very  small  and  in  some 
cases  almost  non-existent.  This  feature  creates  considerably  more  space  around 
the  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  and  around  the  stars  and  date.  This  feature  is  like  no  other 
Liberty  Seated  quarter  before  or  after  it. 

The  1840-O  ND  quarter  was  the  first  branch  mint  quarter  and  was  struck  from 
a  no  drapery  obverse  die.  A  similar  no  drapery  obverse  design  was  used  to  strike 
the  1838  and  1839  quarters  from  the  Philadelphia  mint.  The  1840-O  ND  quarter 
was  also  the  last  no  drapery  quarter,  the  last  use  of  the  obverse  design  where  the 
hand  around  the  pole  is  grasped  with  all  four  fingers.  The  new  with  drapery  obverse 
design  shows  three  fingers  wrapped  around  the  pole  with  the  index  finger  pointing 
up  the  shaft  of  the  pole. 
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The  reverse  design  of  the  1840-O  ND  quarter  is  significant  for  two  reasons.  Spe- 
cifically, it  is  the  first  Liberty  Seated  quarter  where  the  eagle  does  not  have  a  tongue. 
The  1838  and  1839  no  drapery  quarters  have  a  reverse  where  the  eagle  has  a  tongue. 
From  1840  through  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1891  the  reverse  has  an  eagle  with 
no  tongue.  Secondly,  the  1840-O  ND  quarter  comes  with  two  distinct  mintmark  lo- 
cations. The  scarcer  of  the  two  varieties  is  the  one  with  the  O  mintmark  centered 
below  the  crotch  between  the  feather  tip  and  the  olive  branch.  This  position  is  also 
sometimes  described  as  having  the  mintmark  centered  over  the  R  and  the  period 
to  the  right  in  the  lettering  QUAR.  DOL.  The  other  mintmark  location  is  much  further 
to  the  left,  between  the  eagle's  claw  and  the  feather  tip.  This  mintmark  is  centered 
just  to  the  right  of  the  A  in  QUAR.  This  location  is  quite  interesting  in  that  it  seems 
almost  misplaced  from  an  aesthetic  perspective.  However,  after  studying  the  ob- 
verse and  reverse  designs,  I  have  concluded  that  it  is  likely  the  engraver  had  a  log- 
ical reason  for  placing  the  mintmark  in  two  distinctly  different  positions  on  this 
reverse. 

An  important  factor  in  the  minting  of  coins  is  the  die  alignment.  It  appears  that 
when  the  original  Gobrecht  dollars  were  struck  in  1836  with  the  Flying  Eagle  re- 
verse, the  obverse  and  reverse  designs  were  each  prepared  to  enhance  the  details 
of  the  other.  However,  the  Flying  Eagle  design  was  not  used  on  the  reverse  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  quarter,  but  instead  it  was  replaced  by  a  revised  Reich  style  eagle. 


1840-O  ND  Quarter  with  Mintmark  below  Crotch 
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I  believe  that  experimentation  to  match  the  obverse  and  reverse  designs  led  to  the 
deliberate  offset  placement  of  the  mintmark  on  the  two  reverses  of  the  1840-O  ND 
quarter.  If  you  flip  one  of  these  coins  from  obverse  to  reverse  you  will  notice  that 
the  top  of  Miss  Liberty's  head  is  opposite  the  space  above  the  A  in  QUAR.  This 
means  that  this  space  is  located  at  the  very  bottom  part  of  the  coin  in  relation  to 
the  obverse.  Many  1840-O  ND  quarters  are  weak  in  detail  at  Miss  Liberty's  head 
and  many  also  have  weakly  struck  mintmarks.  Movement  of  the  mintmark  to  the 
right  may  have  been  an  attempt  to  lessen  these  striking  problems.  At  any  rate  it 
is  certain  that  the  no  drapery  type  quarters  presented  striking  problems  as  the  re- 
sults can  be  seen  on  many  of  these  coins  today. 

The  year  of  1840  brought  many  changes  to  all  denominations  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  series.  However,  the  dramatic  differences  possessed  by  the  1840-O  ND  quar- 
ter make  it  quite  unique.  Almost  every  Liberty  Seated  collector  is  aware  that  the 
Robert  Ball  Hughes  design  reduced  the  size  of  the  rock  upon  which  Miss  Liberty 
is  seated.  But  the  1840-O  ND  quarter  has  a  redesigned  rock  significantly  reduced 
from  the  obverse  design  of  the  1839  quarter,  yet  larger  than  that  of  the  Hughes  de- 
sign. Notice  the  top  of  the  rock  in  relation  to  Liberty's  wrist.  This  feature  is  unique 
to  this  design. 

Another  characteristic  of  the  1840-O  ND  quarter  is  that  the  hand  holding  the 
ribbon  at  the  shield  is  positioned  differently  from  that  of  the  1838  and  1839  quar- 
ters. These  1838  and  1839  quarters  show  more  of  the  back  of  the  wrist  and  two 
bent  fingers  along  with  the  index  finger  and  thumb  pointing  downward.  This  is  the 
same  hand  position  as  seen  on  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  For  the  1840-O  ND 
quarter,  the  hand  is  more  perpendicular  to  the  viewer  with  only  the  index  finger 
and  the  thumb  showing.  This  is  the  same  hand  position  as  on  the  later  Hughes 
with  drapery  design. 


1840-O  ND  Quarter  with  Mintmark  over  A  in  QUAR 
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The  obverse  of  the  1840-O  ND  quarter  has  another  interesting  feature  with  locks 
of  hair  being  added  to  the  previously  bare  left  shoulder  of  Liberty.  This  was  also 
a  feature  of  the  later  Hughes  design.  The  hair  design  above  the  ear  was  also  mod- 
erately changed  but  this  can  be  seen  only  on  high  grade,  well  struck  specimens. 

Finally,  the  1840-O  ND  quarter  is  significantly  larger  in  diameter  at  24.30  mm 
than  the  other  no  drapery  quarters.  Evidently  when  the  weights  of  coins  were  re- 
defined in  1837,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  reduced  the  diameter  of  the  quarter  to  ap- 
proximately 23.70  mm,  resulting  in  a  slightly  thicker  planchet.  This  apparently  was 
a  factor  in  the  weak  detail  on  some  of  the  no  drapery  quarters. 

It  seems  that  most  of  the  major  revisions  seen  on  the  Hughes  design  had  already 
been  part  of  the  experimental  obverse  of  the  1840-O  ND  quarter  It  is  important  to 
note  that  a  die  trial  of  a  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  with  Gobrecht's  name  in  the  field 
below  Liberty  and  above  the  1840  date,  was  found  by  Walter  Breen  in  the  1950s 
and  listed  in  Judd's  book  on  U.S.  Patterns.  This  obverse  has  the  reduced  rock,  the 
revised  hand  position,  the  added  locks  of  hair  and  drapery  at  the  elbow.  This  coin 
raises  the  question,  who  is  really  responsible  for  these  design  changes  anyway? 

I  believe  that  the  1840-O  ND  quarter  played  a  pivotal  role  in  the  design  changes 
of  all  1840  Liberty  Seated  coins.  I  believe  that  this  special  coin  should  be  recog- 
nized for  the  importance  of  its  transitional  and  unique  design. 

Recently,  I  purchased  an  uncirculated  1840-O  ND  quarter  with  the  mintmark 
located  to  the  left  over  the  A  in  QUAR.  I  would  like  to  report  that  the  8  in  the  date 
of  this  coin  is  repunched.  I  also  have  an  EF  example  of  this  variety  but  the  repunch- 
ing  around  the  8  is  difficult  to  see  because  of  minute  wear  and  toning.  On  lower 
grade  coins  of  this  variety  the  repunching  of  the  8  would  not  be  detectable. 

The  pictures  of  the  1840-O  ND  quarters  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 


LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention 
that  will  be  held  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  from  May  1  -  3. 1992.  The  club  meeting 
will  be  held  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Friday,  May  1,  1992.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will 
be  announced  in  the  convention  program. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  to  present  information  on  future  club  activ- 
ities. Copies  of  all  three  collective  volumes  of  the  Journal  will  be  available  for 
purchase  at  the  meeting. 

The  19th  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  101st  An- 
niversary Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  this  summer  in  Or- 
lando, Florida.  Further  details  on  this  meeting  will  be  announced  in  future 
publications  by  the  club. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1839-0      Recut  1  &  9,  AU-55-t-,  heavily 


shattered  reverse   $Z75 

1855        AU-I-,  original  toning   80 

1858  1858/1858  Inverted  Date,  VF, 

brown  toning    115 

1859  1859/1859,  F   19 

1859  1859^859,  VF-35,  light  gray   45 

1860  1860/1860,  XF,  medium  gray  ....  75 

1861  1/0,  XF+,  medium  gray   95 

1861        1/0,  AU,  good  luster   195 

1872         F,  light  gray   7 


DIMES 

1837  G/AQ,  pie  shaped  obv  die  cracks .  $15 

1838  Small  Stars,  A-1,  AU55-I-/MS63+  .  800 


1839-  0      Large  0,  A-6,  VF-35,  shattered 

reverse,  blue  gray   70 

1840        Drapery,  Q/AQ,  dark  gray   15 

1840-  O      Medium  0,  A-2,  F-12,  gray  25 

1842-  0      Medium  0,XF,  unlisted,  shattered 

reverse,  scratches   60 

1843        1843/1843,  A-2,  XF,  light  gold. . .  105 

1843-  0      f+,  light  gray   110 

1845        1845/1845,  VF-«-,  Breen  #3249,  dark 

gray,  a  few  tiny  cuts,  rough   50 

1845  5/5,  VF-30,  medium  gray   75 

1845-0      XF-45-i-,  Medium  blue  gray,  rare  725 

1846  XF,  nice  rose  gray,  rare   750 

1850  A-1,  XF,  medium  gray   45 

1850-O      A-3,  Medium  0,  XF,  gray  110 

1851  1/1,  A-4.  AF,  light  gray   15 

1853        NA,  A-1,  XF-45,  medium  blue 

gray   300 

1853        WA,  XF-h,  recut  arrows,  die 

cracks   40 

1853        WA,  AU-h,  Breen  #3277,  rev 

cracks   295 

1854-0      VG,  die  crack  at  date   5 

1854-0      VF,  A-1   18 

1854-0      XF+,  soma  luster   70 

1855  A-la,  XF-t-,  dark  color,  tiny  crack  .  55 

1856  Large  Date,  VF■^   22 

1856        Large  Date,  XF   60 

1856        Large  Date,  MS-61-t-,  multi-color  350 

1856        18/18,  Small  Date,  light  gray  10 

1856        Small  Date,  VF   15 

1856        Small  Date,  XF,  rim  cuds  35 

1856        Small  Date,  XF-45+,  medium 

gray   50 

1856-0      56/56,  A-2,  VF-35,  choice   85 


1856-0      56/56,  A-3,  Q,  date  recut  down ...  13 


DIMES 

lOJf 

1/1  A-7  YF  rhnirp 

$45 

YF  riflrk  nrnv 

35 

1857-0 

F-l*!  MBdiiifn  CL  arav 

15 

iR'iQ-n 

IjirnR  0  A-1  YF-d*) 

110 

lOD  I  d 

A  i   yP.^n   miilti.rnlnr  tnninn 
n  1,  Ar  tu,  iiiuiii'UUiuf  luiiiiiy  . 

£.0  J 

A.I    VF-i-   linhf  nnlH  chnrn 

IS  tf  AiT,  iiyiii  yuiu,  •iiaip  .  . . 

loot  o 

A_1    VF^   full  hoiifl  nrininiil 
n~l,  AiTt  lUII  llcUU,  uriyiiiai   .  . 

I'in 

ItlU 

l0D3'O 

A-1    UFo.    linhf  nrttu 

lOOO-o 

A  1    VP  llnhl  nrau 

1B69-S 

C     ■•hI1m4a^  link* 

P,  unlisted,  llglit  gray  

OR 

1871-S 

VC     JC  •■I.as 

120 

1871-S 

AO  MO     All  •••.E>.t»Al 

I0/I0,  AU,  original  

400 

1872 

2/2/2,  AU-55-t-,  triple  2,  dipped 

190 

1872 

XF,  unlisted,  original  

.  30 

1873 

NA,  Open  3,  VF,  dark  blue  gray 

.  75 

1873-S 

VF,  Small  s  

.  55 

1873-S 

VF,  Tall  S  

.  70 

lO/D-o 

An 

iinr  g*n 

0^    In    taivBadi  lfC_l_ 

IO/D-l>l/ 

bu  oeiow  wreatn,  Vr,  uniisied  . 

on 

iflTR  re 

nniihia  niA  nhu  H/AR 

in 

lOf  U  WW 

flniihlA  FIIa  nhif   F^  riMu 

in 

iR7fi-rn 

V/R   Tun  A  11  rauArcA 

9n 

1ll77-nf! 

7/7  TunA  11  rpu  nrau 

in 

IflTT.PC 

lU'  f  WW 

A-A.   All-^    HInnAfI    cnniA  fnninn 
n~*ff,  rxKJTj  ui^(Jcii,  •uiiie  luiiiiiy 

1884 

Yf+  iinlictpH  ^P-A 

9<; 

1884-S 

A-2  F  hlufl  alhum  tnninn 

22 

1885-S 

A-1  YF-d*!  mofitlv  linht  nniri 

n  i|  At  ^Vvj  iiiUAiij  iiyiii  yulu  .  • 

22'iO 

1889 

XF-h,  unlisted,  light  gold  

25 

1889-S 

XF,  unlisted,  A-4/A-5  mule 

.  70 

1889-S 

AU-55,  A-4a  

300 

1890 

AU-55,  unlisted,rev  die  cracks  . . 

.  60 

1890-S 

XF,  9  punched  in  base,  cleaned. 

.  60 

1891 

XF,  light  gray  

.  18 

1891-0 

.  25 

QUARTERS 

1839 

Open  claws,  VF-t-ZXF,  original . . 

$215 

1853 

WA,XF,  some  luster  

120 

1854 

WA,  XF+,  medium  gray  green  . . 

.  80 

1860-0 

VF-25,  partial  0  mintmark  

.  70 

1864 

6/6,  XF-t-,  Briggs  1-B  mule,  unlisted, 

dark  toning  

225 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1867-S 

VF-I-,  doubled  eye  on  eagle. 

medium  gray  

$85 

1873 

WA,  VF-3Q/35,  doubled  die,  quad 

- 

stripped  shield,  nice  

280 

14-day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Please  add  $2  post- 
age and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many  other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  Lists  Solicited. 

TERRY  SEARCY  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michagn  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361  day  or  night 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837        AU-50,  No  Stars,  Large  Date,  dark  gray  original    $375 

1840-0     VG-10,  With  Drapery.  Die  break/lamination  error  at  UNITED   48 

1846       VF-20,  original,  a  couple  of  small  reverse  marks   500 

1852       AU-58,  beautiful  russet  and  blue  toning   150 

1853-0     XF-45,  No  Arrows,  Original  gray  with  gold  highlights.  Sharp  strike, 

no  defects,  rare   1075 

1853-  0     XF-40,  Arrows.  Die  break  at  3,  original   65 

1856-0     AU-50,  shattered  obverse  die.  Heavy  die  breaks  from  rim  into  head 

and  foot.  Die  break  from  Star  12  to  drapery.  Previously  unreported. 

Small  obverse  scratch.  Sharp  original   265 

1860        XF-45.  Breen099.  Boldly  repunched  1  &  0,  sharp   125 

1863  XF-40,  sharp  light  gray  original,  attractive   365 

1864  XF-40,  lightly  cleaned/dipped,  very  scarce    485 

1864-S     XF-40,  attractive  &  scarce.  Small  mark  in  obverse  field   195 

1865  G-5,  old  cleaning.  A  decent  example   175 

1865  PF-55,  lightly  handled  proof.  Blue  &  gold  highlights,  nice   575 

1866  G-5,  a  little  scruffy.  Hard  to  find   170 

1866-S     ANACS  AU58.  Attractive  &  lustrous  with  some  mottled  toning   475 

1867  XF-45,  a  few  scattered  tiny  marks   525 

DIMES 

1849-0     F-15,  Large  0,  original   $43 

1864-S     VF-20,  old  cleaning,  a  decent  example   60 

QUARTERS 

1854-  0     VF-25,  Huge  0.  A  few  insignificant  marks   $300 

1867        ANACS  VF-30,  nicely  toned.  Small  mark  in  obverse  field   325 

1869        F-12,  sharp  gray  original,  nice  for  grade   325 

1880        PCGS  AU-50,  sharp  original,  traces  of  luster   400 

HALVES 

1855-  0      XF-45,  last  5  recut,  nice    $110 

1870-S      XF-40,  micro  s,  lightly  cleaned   85 

1872-S      XF-45,  Small  s,  choice  original   225 

1880  G-5,  a  few  minor  marks,  nice  original    175 

1881  VG-10,  very  lightly  cleaned,  retoning   205 

1889        VG-10,  attractive  and  problem  free   225 

Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  lists.  Conservative  grading  and  accurate 
descriptions  are  guaranteed.  10-day  return  on  all  coins  in  original  holders.  Please  add  $2.00 
to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  California  residents  must  add  7%  sales  tax.  Please  list 
alternate  selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff     •     LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776  •  Redwood  City,  CA  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064  (9  am  to  9  pm  all  week) 


8 


Results  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Survey 


by 

Robert  Spangler 

Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  have  proven  to  be  a  very  difficult  and  challenging 
series  to  collect  but  the  many  overdate  varieties  and  mintmark  size  variations  con- 
tribute to  make  this  one  of  the  most  interesting  series  of  Seated  coins.  To  deter- 
mine the  availability  of  half  dollars  by  date  and  grade,  a  survey  was  conducted  of 
LSCC  member  holdings  during  the  fall  of  1991. 1  hope  this  information  will  be  help- 
ful to  members  when  making  purchasing  decisions  and  in  evaluating  the  quality 
of  their  collections.  Because  of  the  possible  confusion  in  identifying  specific  varie- 
ties, this  survey  included  only  a  few  of  the  major  varieties.  It  is  expected  that  this 
survey  will  be  repeated  with  all  major  varieties  once  the  reference  book  on  half  dol- 
lars by  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  has  been  published. 

Possible  Biases 

When  interpreting  the  results  of  this  survey,  one  must  remember  that  it  is  not 
a  random  sampling  of  available  half  dollars.  It  is  biased  by  member  goals  and  in- 
dividual buying  habits.  For  a  list  of  possible  biases  in  this  type  of  survey,  the  reader 
is  directed  to  the  Half  Dime  Survey  Report  published  in  Issue  #41  of  the  Journal. 
The  influence  of  variety  collectors  appears  to  be  the  most  important  bias  in  this 
survey.  Many  respondents  reported  multiple  examples  for  dates  with  interesting 
varieties.  This  was  especially  true  for  San  Francisco  dates  with  mintmark  size  var- 
iations. The  Carson  City  half  dollars  appear  more  common  than  they  really  are  since 
a  few  respondents  collected  only  CC  coins.  The  second  most  important  bias  is  the 
one  collector— one  coin  bias.  Very  limited  if  any  hoarding  was  reported  for  any  date. 
Most  collectors  appear  to  have  sold  their  duplicates  or  possibly  waited  for  a  coin 
to  appear  in  the  desired  grade. 

Because  of  the  above  biases,  the  absolute  proportionality  among  the  dates  can- 
not be  determined  from  this  type  of  survey.  For  example,  there  were  8  examples 
reported  for  the  1878-S  and  118  examples  for  the  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  But  one 
should  not  conclude  from  this  that  the  1878-S  is  only  15  times  rarer  than  the  1853 
Arrows  and  Rays.  The  1878-S  is  actually  many  times  rarer  than  these  figures  would 
indicate. 

Results 

There  were  129  respondents  to  the  survey.  The  results  are  presented  in  Table 
1.  A  listing  of  the  dates  ranked  by  the  number  of  reported  pieces  according  to  mint 
is  presented  in  Tables  2  -  5.  These  coins  are  listed  by  mint  to  reduce  the  bias  caused 
by  mintmark  variety  collectors  and  by  CC  collectors.  Tables  2  -  5  also  report  the 
median  grade  for  each  of  these  dates.  The  median  grade  is  the  grade  of  the  middle 
coin  for  that  date.  This  information  can  be  used  to  rank  a  coin  against  the  typical 
example  for  the  date  or  to  evaluate  the  chances  of  assembling  a  uniform  set  in  a 
particular  grade.  Each  grade  is  divided  into  a  lower  third,  a  middle  third  and  an  up- 
per third.  A  VF-35  grade  indicates  that  the  median  grade  is  in  the  middle  third  of 
the  VF30-39  reporting  group,  while  a  VF-32  grade  indicates  that  the  median  grade 
is  in  the  lower  third  of  the  VF  30-39  reporting  group. 
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Table  I 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  by  Frequency  and  Grade 

Q  VQ  F  VP  VP  XF  AU  MS     MS     MS  PF 

Date  Total  4-7  8-11  12-19  20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59  60  63    65+  60-t- 

1839  NoDrap.  47  5  3  5  8  7  14  5  -  -      -  - 

1839  Drapery  50  3  4  2  3  4  25  8  -  1      -  - 

1840  Lg.  Letters  23  -  6  -  1  5  9  2  -  -      -  - 

1840  Sm.  Letters  73  2  11  6  4  12  23  13  -  2 

1840-  0  76  6  8  7  4  10  31  8  2 

1841  39  -  1  5  3  4  14  10  1  1      -  - 

1841-  0  59  2  7  5  5  12  18  8  -  2 

1842  Sm  Date  45  1  6  4  6  6  13  9  -  -      -  - 

1842  Lg  Date  64  2  4  3  7  7  24  14  2  1 

1842-  0  Sm  Date  21  -  6  4  -  1  8  2  -  -      -  - 

1842-  0  Lg  Date  42  3  4  3  4  5  14  8  1  -      -  - 

1843  76  7  10  4  4  8  26  14  2  1  -  - 

1843-  0  50  1  7  6  6  3  15  11  1  -      -  - 

1844  61  2  6  5  3  6  23  10  4  2 

1844-  0  67  9  9  6  4  13  18  7  1 

1845  50  3  8  5  2  5  21  5  1  -      -  - 

1845-  0  85  6  7  12  4  15  29  11  1 

1846  83  3  6  4  9  13  25  17  4  2 

1846-  0  66  9  11  3  3  8  22  7  1  2      -  - 

1847  57  2  4  5  3  2  21  16  2  1  1  ■ 

1847-  0  55  4  5  4  4  9  16  11  2  -      -  - 

1848  47  4  5  1  2  5  17  13  -  -      -  ■ 

1848-  0  50  7  9  3  3  8  11  8  1  -      -  ■ 

1849  55  4  6  -  3  5  16  17  4 

1849-  0  51  4  7  3  3  7  15  9  2  1      -  ■ 

1850  32  1  4  3  -  3  10  10  1  -      -  ■ 

1850-  0  51  4  10  3  6  3  13  10  2 

1851  31  2  2  5  2  2  7     10  -  -      1  ■ 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  by  Frequency  and  Grade 


Date 

Total 

Q 
4-7 

VQ 
8-11 

F 

12-19 

VF 
20-29 

VF 

30-39 

XF 
40-49 

AU 

50-59 

MS 
60 

MS 
63 

MS 

65-1- 

PF 
60+ 

1851-0 

43 

4 

5 

2 

5 

3 

13 

10 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1852 

26 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

7 

10 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1852-0 

31 

- 

7 

5 

1 

3 

11 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1853-0  No  Arr. 

1853  Arrows 

118 

15 

18 

8 

6 

12 

29 

24 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1853-0  Arrows 

74 

16 

14 

4 

4 

9 

16 

10 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1854 

95 

14 

16 

7 

9 

4 

28 

15 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1854-0 

103 

13 

12 

12 

8 

8 

33 

12 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1855 

61 

2 

8 

6 

5 

5 

22 

12 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1855-0 

89 

5 

20 

9 

3 

15 

22 

11 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1855-S 

34 

7 

5 

4 

2 

1 

10 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1856 

46 

4 

3 

3 

9 

6 

12 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1856-0 

84 

9 

15 

3 

7 

4 

27 

16 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1856-S 

42 

4 

8 

5 

4 

5 

10 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1857 

79 

5 

5 

8 

10 

13 

22 

15 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1857-0 

48 

2 

6 

5 

2 

7 

19 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1857-S 

43 

3 

9 

4 

4 

6 

10 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1858 

99 

7 

9 

7 

8 

14 

35 

15 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1858-0 

119 

15 

16 

10 

8 

14 

38 

14 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1858-S 

64 

7 

8 

6 

5 

4 

20 

13 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1859 

58 

5 

4 

5 

2 

6 

20 

12 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1859-0 

78 

6 

18 

2 

8 

10 

16 

13 

3 

2 

- 

- 

1859-S 

56 

8 

6 

3 

7 

6 

17 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1860 

49 

3 

4 

3 

3 

4 

17 

13 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1860-0 

61 

7 

9 

6 

5 

6 

15 

11 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1860-S 

60 

4 

10 

7 

4 

7 

19 

5 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1861 

85 

4 

8 

5 

7 

8 

27 

17 

6 

2 

1 

1861-0 

71 

6 

6 

5 

6 

12 

21 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1861-S 

65 

7 

9 

8 

8 

4 

18 

7 

2 

2 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  by  Frequency  and  Grade 

Q  VQ  F  VF  VF  XF  AU  MS  MS  MS  PF 

Date  Total  4-7  8-11  12-19  20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59  60  63  65-1-  60-t- 

1862  48  264738  13  31  -1 

1862-  S  97  8  14  13  12  13  24  13 

1863  48  -  9  8  6  3  12  8  -  1  -  1 

1863-  S  71  5  9  8  6  8  20  11  3  1  -  - 

1864  51  2  3  6  8  9  12  9  1  -  -  1 

1864-  S  64  5  11  5  4  9  22  6  1  1  -  - 

1865  50  2  5  2  3  5  15  11  3  -  -  4 

1865-  S  68  6  8  5  5  6  24  12  1  1 

1866-  S  No  Motto  38  34947821  -  -- 

1866  56  4  10  6  3  5  16  9  2  -  -  1 

1866-  S  60  4  11  7  9  9  16  4  -  -  -  - 

1867  43  4  4  2  4  6  9  9  -  2  1  2 

1867-  S  66  1  7  4  11  10  20  12  -  1  -  - 

1868  34  1  7  2  2  2  13  5  1  -  -  1 

1868-  S  58  5  8  7  7  9  14  7  1  -  -  - 

1869  59  4  10  6  4  5  17  7  3  1  1  1 

1869-  S  56  7  7  5  6  12  11  6  2  -  -  - 

1870  54  8  8  5  4  4  10  7  3  1  1  3 

1870-  CC  37  10  9  1  4  4  4  5  -  -  -  - 

1870-  S  54  7  7  5  9  6  15  5  -  -  -  - 

1871  61  8  7  7  5  4  19  8  2  1  -  - 

1871-  CC  38  5  10  4  4  4  8  3  -  -  -  - 

1871-  S  72  9  12  6  4  9  20  11  1 

1872  54  9  7  3  3  4  14  8  2  -  -  4 

1872-  CC  55  12  11  3  5  9  11  4  -  -  -  - 

1872-  S  43  44263  13  821  -  - 

1873  NAC3  54  7  6  3  5  5  18  7  2  -  -  1 
1873  NA  03  11  1  1  1  1  2  3  1  -  -  -  1 

1873-  CCNA  37  8  7  3  4  4  9  2---- 
1873  Arrows  68  6  11  4  8  6  21  10  1  -  -  1 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  by  Frequency  and  Grade 

Q      VG  F      VF      VF      XF      AU      MS      MS  MS  PF 

Date  Total  4-7    8-11   12-19  20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59      60      63  65-H  60-H 

1873-CC  Arrows  40  10      6      3      1      5      8      6      -      1  -  - 

1873-  S  40  6      6      2      1      4     16      5      -      -  -  - 

1874  79  16     15      7      4      9     16      8      1  2  -  1 

1874-  CC  31  4852273---- 

1874-  S  48  6      6      3      5      4     16      6      1       -  1 

1875  65  11  5      6      5      7     19      7      2      1  1  1 

1875-  CC  60  11      7      5      7      9     11      7      -      2  1  - 

1875-  S  74  7      7     11      6     10     15     12      3  3 

1876  93  17      6     12      5     11     19    20      2      -  -  1 

1876-  CC  71  13      8      6      1      3    24      8      4      3  1 

1876-  S  68  7      6      5      3     10    21     12      3  1 

1877  76  10     10     13      7      9     12     12      2      -  1 

1877-  CC  72  8     11      4      6      6     15     13      6      2  1 

1877-  S  86  11     14      8      5      8     18     17      3      1  1  - 

1878  57  8      6      6      5      2     15     11      3      1  -  - 

1878-  CC  32  88313432--- 
1878-S  8-1  -      -131       -      2-  - 

1879  44  1  7      2      -      4      7      9      6      1  -  7 

1880  40  18338561  -  -5 

1881  34  -      36225721  -  6 

1882  39  13342882116 

1883  37  1  5      3      1      3      8     11      -      2  -  3 

1884  32  1      5      1      1  2      5     13      -      -  -  4 

1885  36  244216     10      32  -  2 

1886  29  12421551314 

1887  32  2      5      1  -      1      8      5      5      3  -  2 

1888  38  153626     10      3      -  -  2 

1889  33  2      5      2      1  4      7     10      -      -  1  1 

1890  33  23521     10      52      -  -  3 

1891  60  3      8      8      7      6     10     10      4      2  1  1 
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Number 

Rank  Date  Reported 


1. 

1873  NA  03  11 

2. 

1R4n  1  n  1 1 

3. 

cu 

4. 

IfiftR 

lOOU 

5. 

lO  J  1 

O  1 

6. 

lOOU 

•^9 

oc. 

7. 

i  QQ7 

•JO 
Od 

8. 

1oo4 

9. 

1889 

33 

10. 

1890 

33 

11. 

1868 

O  A 

34 

12. 

1881 

34 

13. 

1885 

36 

14. 

H  OOO 

1883 

37 

15. 

1888 

38 

16. 

1841 

39 

17. 

1882 

39 

18. 

1880 

40 

19. 

1867 

43 

20. 

1879 

44 

21. 

1842  Sm  Dt  45 

22. 

1856 

46 

23. 

1839  No  Dr  47 

24. 

1848 

47 

25. 

1863 

48 

26. 

1862 

48 

27 

1860 

49 

28. 

1845 

50 

29. 

1839  Drap 

50 

Table  2 


Philadelphia  Mint  Issues 

Median 

Grade 

Rank 

VF-38 

30. 

VF-38 

31. 

XF-45 

32. 

XF-48 

33. 

XF-45 

34. 

XF-45 

35. 

XF-48 

36. 

AU-52 

37. 

XF-45 

38. 

XF-45 

39. 

XF-42 

40. 

XF-48 

41. 

XF-48 

42. 

XF-48 

43. 

XF-42 

44. 

XF-45 

45. 

XF-48 

46. 

VF-35 

47. 

XF-42 

48. 

AU-52 

49. 

VF-38 

50. 

VF-35 

51. 

VF-35 

52. 

XF-45 

53. 

VF-32 

54. 

XF-42 

55. 

XF-45 

56. 

XF-42 

57 

XF-45 

58. 

Date 

Number 
Reported 

Median 
Grade 

1865 

50 

XF-45 

1864 

51 

VF-38 

1870 

54 

VF-35 

1872 

54 

XF-42 

1873  NA  C3  54 

XF-42 

1849 

55 

XF-45 

1866 

56 

VF-38 

1878 

57 

XF-42 

1847 

57 

XF-45 

1859 

58 

XF-42 

1869 

59 

XF-42 

1891 

60 

VF-38 

1871 

61 

VF-38 

1855 

61 

XF-42 

1844 

61 

XF-45 

1842  Lg  Dt  64 

XF-45 

1875 

65 

VF-38 

1873  Arr 

68 

VF-38 

1840  Sm  Lt  73 

XF-42 

1877 

76 

VF-28 

1843 

76 

XF-42 

1874 

79 

VF-25 

1857 

79 

VF-38 

1846 

83 

XF-42 

1861 

85 

Ai-HO 

1876 

93 

VF-38 

1854 

95 

VF-35 

1858 

99 

XF-42 

1853  Arr 

118 

VF-38 

Table  3 
New  Orleans  Mint  Issues 


Number 

Median 

Number 

Median 

Rank 

Date 

Reported 

Grade 

Rank 

Date 

Reported 

Grade 

1. 

1853-0  NA 

0 

_ 

13. 

1860-0 

61 

VF-35 

2. 

1842-0  SmDt  21 

VF-35 

14. 

1846-0 

66 

VF-38 

3. 

1852-0 

31 

VF-38 

15. 

1844-0 

67 

VF-35 

4. 

1842-0  LgDt  42 

XF-42 

16. 

1861-0 

71 

XF-42 

5. 

1851-0 

43 

XF-42 

17 

1853-0  Arr  74 

VF-28 

6. 

1857-0 

48 

XF-42 

18. 

1840-0 

76 

XF-42 

7. 

1848-0 

50 

VF-35 

19. 

1859-0 

78 

VF-35 

8. 

1843-0 

50 

XF-42 

20. 

1856-0 

84 

XF-42 

9. 

1850-0 

51 

VF-38 

21. 

1845-0 

85 

VF-38 

lU. 

1849-0 

51 

XF-4? 
Ar  *Tt 

99 

1855-0 

89 

V  r  Osj 

11. 

1847-0 

55 

XF-42 

23. 

1854-0 

103 

VF-38 

1841-0 

59 

VF-38 

24. 

1858-0 

119 

Vr-3o 

Table  4 

San  Francisco  Mint  Issues 

Number 

Median 

Number 

Median 

Rank 

Date  Reported 

Grade 

Rank 

Date 

Rpnnrtpd 

Grade 

1. 

1878-S 

8 

XF-45 

14. 

1860-S 

60 

VF-38 

2. 

1855-S 

34 

VF-22 

15. 

1864-S 

64 

VF-38 

3. 

1866-S  NM 

38 

VF-28 

16. 

1858-S 

64 

XF-42 

4. 

1873-S 

40 

XF-42 

17 

1861-S 

65 

VF-32 

5. 

1856-S 

42 

VF-28 

18. 

1867-S 

66 

VF-38 

6. 

1857-S 

43 

VF-32 

19. 

1865-S 

68 

XF-42 

7. 

1872-S 

43 

XF-42 

20. 

1876-S 

68 

XF-42 

8. 

1874-S 

48 

VF-38 

21. 

1863-S 

71 

VF-38 

9. 

1870-S 

54 

VF-28 

22. 

1871-S 

72 

vr-oo 

10. 

1869-S 

56 

VF-32 

23. 

1875-S 

74 

VF-35 

11. 

1859-S 

56 

VF-35 

24. 

1877-S 

86 

VF-38 

12. 

1868-S 

58 

VF-32 

25. 

1862-S 

97 

VF-32 

13. 

1866-S 

60 

VF-28 

15 


Table  5 


Carson  City  Mint  Issues 


Number 

Median 

Number 

Median 

Rank 

Date 

Reported 

Grade 

Rank 

Date 

Reported 

Rmrin 

UloUQ 

1. 

1874-CC 

31 

F-18 

6 

1873-CC  Arr  40 

V  V'CQ 

o 
c. 

1878-CC 

32 

Vu-iU 

~f 
1. 

1872-CC 

55 

VF-22 

3. 

1870-CC 

37 

VG-10 

8. 

1875-CC 

60 

VF-32 

4. 

1873-CC  NA  37 

VF-22 

9. 

1876-CC 

71 

XF-42 

5. 

1871-CC 

38 

F-18 

10. 

1877-CC 

72 

XF-42 

The  rarest  dates  are  clearly  the  1853-0  NA,  1878-S  and  1873  Open  3.  This  is 
consistent  with  the  literature  and  with  my  experience.  The  high  median  grade  for 
the  1878-S  is  also  consistent  with  my  experience.  I  was  surprised  by  the  number 
of  1873  Open  3  coins  reported.  I  have  never  had  one  of  these  pieces  offered  to  me, 
but  have  had  a  few  1878-S  coins  offered.  Other  rarities  include  1840LL,  1852, 1851, 
1842-0  SD,  1852-0,  1842-0  LD,  1851-0,  1855-S,  1866-S  NM,  1874-CC,  1878-CC. 
and  the  Philadelphia  half  dollars  of  the  1880's.  The  scarcity  of  the  1851,  1851-0, 
1852,  and  1852-0  is  probably  caused  by  the  melting  of  silver  coins  in  1853. 

The  half  dollars  reported  in  this  survey  are  of  a  slightly  higher  grade  than  us- 
ually available.  LSCC  members  appear  to  prefer  higher  grade  examples.  Most  col- 
lectors appear  to  be  collecting  nice  VF-30  to  XF-40  pieces.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  no  mint  state  examples  were  reported  for  many  dates.  It  should  also  be  noted 
that  the  Carson  City  half  dollars  had  the  lowest  reported  median  grades. 

The  results  of  the  opinion  poll  will  be  reported  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Journal. 

Conclusion 

I  hope  that  this  article  will  be  useful  to  those  collecting  Seated  half  dollars  and 
that  it  adds  to  the  rich  body  of  knowledge  published  in  past  issues  of  the  Journal. 
The  reader  is  encouraged  to  study  other  half  dollar  articles  and  previous  surveys 
to  get  a  balanced  opinion  concerning  the  rarity  of  any  half  dollar  date.  Because 
of  biases  and  changing  availabilities  of  some  dates,  their  apparent  rarity  can  change. 
Changing  availabilities  can  occur  because  of  hoarding  by  an  individual  or  by  the 
discovery  of  a  new  hoard. 

Acknowledgments:  I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  LSCC  members  who  kindly 
responded  to  our  survey.  Without  their  efforts  this  article  could  not  have  been  pos- 
sible. I  would  also  like  to  thank  John  McCloskey  for  his  excellent  job  as  editor.  His 
efforts  greatly  improved  the  presentation  of  the  information  collected  in  the  survey. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS  for  the  COLLECTOR 


The  new  year  of  1992  promises  to  be  the  Year  of  the  Collector.  Scarce  date  and  quality  col- 
lector coins  have  been  very  active.  Perhaps  a  few  items  listed  here  could  find  a  good  home 
in  your  collection.  Feel  free  to  call  or  FAX  your  order.  When  in  Maryland,  please  visit  our  shop 
about  20  miles  northwest  of  Baltimore.  Thanks  for  your  patronage. 


HALF  DIMES 

1838  AU-50,  choice  $120 

1839-  0  Recut  date,  shattered  rev.  VF  +  100 

1840  Drapery,  Fine,  nice   35 

1846  VQ,  original,  sharp  rims,  rare .  .225 

1848  48/7/6,  Breen  3044,  EF,  nice  .  .130 

1851-  0  VF,  original  24 

1861  1/0,  overdate,  EF,  scarce  75 

1862  Proof,  oid  cleaning,  sharp  125 

1865-S  Overdate,  Breen  3114,  EF-t-  . .  .100 

1868  VF,  old  cleaning,  scarce  130 

DIMES 

1846  Fine,  original  color  $120 

1846  VF,  sharp  250 

1849  9/8,  Q-VQ,  rare  85 

1852-  0  EF,  original,  very  scarce  135 

1869-S  VF,  a  few  rim  nicks  23 

1872  EF-45,  choice  original  toning  . .  .48 

QUARTERS 

1840-  O  Drapery,  choice  Fine  $45 

1840-O  Drapery,  VF,  nice  65 

1842-0  Lg  Dt,  sharp  AU,  light  toning  .  .485 

1844  Choice  EF-45,  original  175 

1845  5/5,  VF.  original  30 

1847-0  VF,  a  few  rim  ticks,  nice  100 

1848  Double  Date,  VF  100 

1856-0  EF-45,  original  toning,  nice  ...  .80 

1861  EF/AU,  ioveiy  oid  toning  75 

1865  Va-^,  scarce  60 

1869-S  VG-F,  rare  90 

1878-CC  Choice  BU,  proofiike  500 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  No  Drapery,  VF-20  $240 

1839  Drapery,  EF,  oid  cleaning  120 

1840-O  Small  0,  EF  100 

1841  EF-45,  scarce  260 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1842-0  Large  Date,  AU,  dark  toning  .  $245 

1843  EF-45,  shattered  reverse   135 

1846       Tall  Date,  spiked  4,  AU  185 

1846        Nice  EF,  perfect  original  95 

1846-0  6/6,  Breen  4793,  VF  -t- ,  nice  ....  90 

1848       EF,  scarce  200 

1851-0     EF-K,  very  nice  135 

1852       AU,  very  sharp  strike,  rare  900 

1855  5/4,  G-VG,  many  edge  bangs  . .  .34 

1855        EF,  sharp  115 

1855-S     VG,  rare   425 

1859-0  Blundered  Date,  Breen  4891, 

VF,  140 

1860       EF-AU,  lovely  oid  toning  160 

1861-S     VF  + ,  obverse  die  cracks  90 

1863  AU,  oid  multicolor  toning  200 

1864  EF,  scarce  130 

1864  VF,  nice,  a  few  edge  bumps  75 

1865  AU-55,  very  sharp   285 

1865-S  Recut  1,  shattered  rev,  VF  -t-  ...  85 

1865-  S     EF,  gray  toning  75 

1866-  S     Motto,  EF,  old  dipping  85 

1867  Choice  toned  AU-58,  sharp  ...  .325 

1868  EF,  scarce  265 

1869-S     EF-^,  scarce   125 

1873-CC    No  Arrows,  VF,  old  toning  340 

1875-S  Choice  AU  -t- ,  lovely  toning ....  1 50 

1881        EF-40  300 

DOLLARS 

1842       AU-55,  very  well  struck  $450 

1844  VF,  deep  toning,  one  rim  bang  .275 

1845  PCI  EF-45,  bold  475 

1846  PCI  AU-55,  original  500 

1859-0     AU-50  old  toning  425 

1872  VF -«-,  Blundered  Date, 

Breen  5491   225 


Satisfaction  guaranteed.  14-day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $1.50  postage  on  orders  un- 
der $100;  add  $3.00  on  orders  over  $100.  IMaryland  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 
Layaway  and  approval  service  available. 

MARK  HOTZ  RARE  COINS    •    LSCC  #989 

69  West  Main  Street  •  Westminster,  Maryland  21157 
Telephone  (410)  876-1427 
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BETTER  DATES  #26 

This  ad  contains  a  lot  of  nice  nev/  material,  with  still  more  not  listed.  Please  let  me 
know  what  you  can  use  or  how  I  can  be  of  help. 


HALF  DIMES 

1853^       NA.  VF.  original.  rIm   U*0 

1867  XF,  mounted  al  12  o'clock,  torn* 
scratehos,  gold  plated   300 

1872         Q-VQ,  doubled  dia  obvana   23 

DIMES 

1842-  0       XF,  Medium  0   $70 

1843-  0       F-I-,  original,  sharp    IDS 

184S         XF,  A-6,  nicely  toned   32 

1882-S       AQ/G   20 

1862-S       VF-XF,  lome  mario,  rough   SO 

1862-  S       VF-XF,  lightly  toned,  nice   130 

1863-  S       Ch.  XF.  old  cleaning    120 

1864-  S       F,  old  cleaning   35 

186B-S       Ch.XF,  nice  but  head  is  flat  ISO 

1866-S       VF.  light  toning    56 

1875-  CC      AU,  CC  below  wreath   75 

1876-  5       MS-61.  AN  ACS,  gray  toning   125 

1877-  CC      XF,  original  toning   20 

1890-8       XF-AU,  quite  lustrous   45 

QUARTERS 

1839         F-VF.  old  cleaning,  sharp   S2S 

1841  VF,  nice  album  toning    120 

1844         Cb.  VF,  Vk  1-A,  original   36 

1847  XF-AU.  histrous    60 

1849         F-VF.  old  cloMing.  toned   36 

1865-  0       F,  nicely  toned   70 

1855-  0       XF-AU  holed  ai  12  o'clock   30 

1856-  S       Ch.  VF.  ANACS-30.  Var.  2-C   125 

1868-S       F.  unevenly  toned,  granular   25 

1864-S       AQ,  old  cleaning,  obv.  scr   120 

1868  F,  nice  album  toning   175 

1870  F,  deep  gray  toning   80 

1873-S        Ch.  XF,  old  toning,  Vx  1-B   190 

1877-CC      77/77,  F.  Vat  2-B.  original   25 

1877-  CC      AU-UNC.  very  lustrous   140 

1878-  S       VQ-F.  old  mount  on  obverse   66 

1879         F.  fiat  strike,  light  toning   146 

1883         VG/AQ.  lust  worn   76 

1887         F.  old  cleaning.  Var  1-A   170 

18910       F-VF.  sharp,  nica  gray   200 


HALF  DOLLARS 


1839 

ND,  VF,  original,  weak  

$120 

1839 

WD,  VF,  old  cleaning,  marks 

76 

1840 

VF,  Medium  Letteii,  original . . . 

265 

1841 

VF,  nice  light  gray  

126 

1841-0 

VF,  Medium  0,  deep  toning  . . . 

....  66 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842  XF.  Medium  Date,  original    $90 

1843  Ch.  XF.  some  luster   68 

1843-0       XF.  a  aice  original  cola   96 

1845  0+.  nica  light  gray   22 

1845-0       AU.  ND,  toned  over  luster   160 

1848  AU.  cleaned,  some  luster   195 

1849  XF-AU,  deep  original  toning   150 

1849  AU,  dipped,  still  lustrous   170 

1850  XF,  dipped,  fiai  head,  a  few  marics  .  350 
1854  G/AG,  counterstamped  A.B.M0RSE. .  36 

1855-S       G.  toll  detail,  reverse  cute   160 

1857-0       XF,  light  cleaning,  lustrous   70 

1867-  S       VF,  Large  S,  old  cleaning   220 

1860-0       XF-AU.  lustrous   65 

1863  VF.  deep  original  toning   50 

1863-S       XF,  very  lustrous,  lightly  toned  70 

1864  Abt.  UNO.  toned,  obverse  marii  ...  210 

1865  XF-AU,  light  cleaning,  sharp   135 

1868  XF,  light  toning,  lustrous   210 

1868-  S       XF-AU,  origin^,  lustrous   110 

1869  XF-AU,  dipped,  quite  tostrous   100 

1871-  CC      VG,  ra-engraved  obverse   95 

1872-  S        VF-XF,  old  cleaning   86 

1875-CC       XF,  lustrous,  light  toning   126 

1875-CC      Ch.  AU.  sharp,  light  toning   220 

^m-CC      Ch.  AU,  a  bit  dull,  sharp   240 

1877-  CC      AU,  lightly  cleaned,  lustrous   145 

1878-  CC      Ch.  VF,  counterstamped  ED  F. 

WINN    200 

VG-F,  choice,  original    225 

F,  dark  toning,  soma  digs   190 

VG.  nice  light  gray   175 

VQ.  original,  light  initial 
OR  obverse   160 

G   126 

VQ.  slight  convex  band   115 

G   125 

XF.  two  holes  la  reeding   200 

SEATED  DOLLARS 


1879 
1879 
1881 
1883 

1888 
1889 
1890 
1890 


1846 

VF.  nica  album  toning  

$280 

1847 

XF,  lustrous   

250 

1849 

XF,  lightly  toned,  sharp  rims  . . 

276 

1860 

VF,  very  baggy,  album  toning  . . 

2S0 

1868 

VF,  crude  plug  al  12  o'clock  . .  . 

80 

1869 

XF,  lightly  cleaned  

226 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1876-CC 

...  $60 

1877-CC 

VF-XF,  mottled  album  toning  . . 

...200 

All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage 
14-Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  Holder. 
Law-a-way  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone:  (415)583-9908 
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A  Second  Variety  for  the  1858-S  Dime 

by 

Scott  G.  Grieb 


In  my  article  on  San  Francisco  Seated  climes  that  was  published  in  Issue  ^49 
of  the  journal,  I  mentioned  that  I  owned  an  1858-S  dime  that  differed  slightly  from 
the  only  variety  of  this  date  listed  in  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia  on  Liberty  Seated 
dimes.  When  I  was  offered  this  coin  by  a  dealer  I  compared  it  to  the  excellent  pho- 
tograph of  the  1858-S  A-1  dime  shown  in  the  encyclopedia.  I  quickly  noticed  that 
the  position  of  the  digits  in  the  date  in  relation  to  the  denticles  on  my  coin  differed 
from  the  position  shown  in  the  picture.  This  meant  that  either  this  dime  was  an  ex- 
ample of  an  unlisted  variety  or  that  it  was  an  altered  counterfeit,  possibly  created 
by  adding  a  mintmark  to  an  1858  Philadelphia  dime.  With  a  mintage  of  60,000  pie- 
ces, I  knew  that  it  was  possible  for  all  1858-S  dimes  to  have  been  struck  from  a 
single  pair  of  dies,  with  the  single  variety  being  the  1858-S  A-1  dime  listed  in  the 
Ahwash  encyclopedia.  But  long-time  collectors  of  the  Seated  dime  series  know  that 
there  are  many  varieties  not  listed  in  the  encyclopedia,  in  spite  of  the  extensive 
research  work  done  by  Ahwash  on  the  series.  Still,  the  1858-S  dime  is  quite  rare 
in  the  upper  circulated  grades  and  its  value  would  make  it  a  worthwhile  target  for 
altered  forgeries.  As  a  precaution,  I  had  the  dealer  send  the  coin  off  to  ANACS. 
They  certified  the  coin  and  deemed  it  to  be  genuine. 

I  discussed  this  coin  with  John  McCloskey  and  he  suggested  that  I  compare 
its  edge  reeding  to  other  San  Francisco  coins  to  personally  verify  that  it  was  not 
an  1858  Philadelphia  dime  with  an  added  mintmark.  This  method  of  verification 
is  discussed  by  John  in  his  article  that  first  appeared  in  Issue  #3  of  the  journal. 
This  article  was  later  reprinted  in  the  Collective  Volume  Number  One  of  the  journal. 
I  thus  compared  the  reeding  of  my  coin  with  that  of  other  coins  of  the  period.  I  found 
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that  the  reeding  on  my  coin  perfectly  matched  the  reeding  of  other  San  Francisco 
dimes  and  was  distinctly  different  from  the  Philadelphia  reeding  of  this  period.  I 
thus  feel  assured  that  there  are  two  distinct  varieties  for  the  1858-S  dime.  I  have 
designated  this  new  variety  as  1858-S  A-2.  The  same  reverse  die  appears  to  have 
been  paired  with  both  of  the  obverses  used  during  this  year. 

The  1858-S  A-1  dime  has  the  shield  position  SP-8.  This  means  that  the  left  edge 
of  the  serifs  of  the  1  in  the  date  are  in  line  with  the  eighth  vertical  stripe  in  the  ob- 
verse shield,  counting  from  the  left.  The  1858-S  A-2  variety  has  a  shield  position 
SP-7.  The  left  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  1  in  the  A-1  variety  is  over  the  left  half  of 
a  denticle  and  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  left  serif  of  the  1  is  over  the  center  of  a 
denticle.  For  the  A-2  variety,  the  left  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  1  is  over  the  right 
half  of  a  denticle  while  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  left  serif  of  the  1  is  over  the  gap 
between  two  denticles.  The  pendant  for  the  A-1  variety  is  located  to  the  left  of  cen- 
ter of  the  5  while  the  pendant  is  centered  over  the  5  for  the  A-2  variety. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  photograph  of  the  1858-S  A-1  dime  in  the  Ahwash 
encyclopedia  shows  that  the  pattern  of  chips  about  the  stars  for  the  two  varieties 
is  very  similar,  but  differences  do  exist.  Each  obverse  exhibits  chips  that  the  other 
does  not  have.  The  A-1  variety  has  extra  chips  at  12  o'clock  on  star  3,  at  2  o'clock 
on  star  12  and  at  4  o'clock  and  at  7  o'clock  on  star  13.  The  A-2  variety  has  extra 
chips  at  1  o'clock  and  at  4  o'clock  on  star  8  and  at  3  o'clock  on  star  10.  All  of  the 
clock  measurements  are  made  on  the  1858-S  dimes  while  they  have  been  held 
in  the  upright  position. 

I  have  found  no  die  cracks  on  the  1858-S  A-2  dimes.  The  A-1  variety  exhibits 
die  cracks  on  the  obverse  between  stars  4,  5  and  6.  My  A-2  variety  also  exhibits 
what  appears  to  be  extra  metal  between  the  two  lower  left  rays  of  star  9  and  at  the 
top  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  Unfortunately,  I  cannot  tell  whether  the  extra  metal  at  the 


1858-S  A-2  Dime 
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5  is  due  to  recutting  of  the  date.  I  also  cannot  establish  a  die  progression  order 
for  the  two  varieties  since  the  common  reverse  die  that  was  paired  with  both  ob- 
verses shows  no  signs  of  wear  on  either  variety. 

In  the  five  years  since  I  purchased  my  1858-S  A-2  dime  I  have  attempted  to  es- 
timate the  relative  availability  of  the  two  varieties.  A  study  of  the  photographs  in 
my  auction  catalogues  indicates  that  at  least  five  1858-S  A-1  dimes  and  at  least 
three  1858-S  A-2  dimes  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  auction  during  the  last  few 
years.  In  addition,  Brian  Greer  reports  that  he  has  had  four  examples  of  the  A-1 
variety  and  two  examples  of  the  A-2  variety.  Based  upon  this  information,  I  would 
estimate  that  about  35%  of  all  1858-S  dimes  are  of  the  A-2  variety.  This  makes  the 
1858-S  A-2  variety  just  a  bit  uncommon  relative  to  the  A-1  variety.  Several  high  grade 
examples  of  both  varieties  are  known  to  exist. 

It  is  a  mystery  to  me  why  this  variety  has  not  been  reported  in  the  numismatic 
literature.  Perhaps  it  is  because  the  new  A-2  variety  so  closely  resembles  the  A-1 
variety  of  this  year.  It  is  also  possible  that  most  collectors  would  naturally  expect 
that  there  would  be  only  one  variety  for  this  date  because  of  its  low  mintage  and 
therefore  would  not  be  looking  for  it.  Nevertheless,  it  should  not  be  surprising  that 
there  are  at  least  two  varieties  for  the  1858-S  dime.  There  are  three  or  four  known 
varieties  for  some  of  the  San  Francisco  Seated  dimes  of  the  Civil  War  era  with  mint- 
ages about  double  that  of  the  1858-S  dime.  Extrapolation  of  these  figures  would 
indicate  that  two  varieties  of  the  1858-S  dime  could  be  expected.  These  figures 
also  indicate  that  there  might  be  more  than  one  variety  for  the  1856-S  dime  with 
a  mintage  of  70,000  pieces  or  for  the  1859-S  dime  with  a  mintage  of  60,000  pieces. 

If  anyone  has  any  additional  information  or  comments  on  the  1858-S  dime,  I 
would  be  most  interested  in  hearing  from  them.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  Tom  Mul- 
vaney  for  providing  the  photographs  of  my  1858-S  A-2  dime. 


CERTIFIED  SEATED  DOLLARS 


1847  ANACS  Cache  EF-40  $290 

1859-S  ANACS,  VF-20/2a  cleaned   350 

1860  ANACS  Cache  EF-45   495 

1864  ANACS  Cache  Proof  PF-62   2500 

1865  ANACS  Cache  VG-8   125 

1872  ANACS  Cache  Proof  PF-61   1500 

1872-S  ANACS  Cache  VF-20    495 


BILL  COLEMAN  •  LSCC  #828 
1325  Anchor  Lane  •  Merritt  Island,  Florida  32952 
Telephone  (407)  453-4332 
All  Coins  Kept  in  Bank        Please  Send  $3  for  Postage  and  Insurance 


21 


HALF  DIMES 

1840        XF-40,  with  drapery   $130 

1840-O      VG-10,  with  drapery   40 

1847        Q-4   5 

1847        VQ-10.V-2   6 

1847  XF-40,  V-3   50 

1848  XF-4fl,  V-3   50 

1850-  0      VF-30,  V-2    40 

1851-  0      VG-8   12 

1858        G-4,  Inverted  Date   25 

1861        1/0,VQ-8   28 

1863-  S      AU-55-I-,  Ex-Noiweb   350 

1864-  S      F-12   40 

1865-  S      1865^865.  AU-50    450 

1868-S      VF-30,  V-1,  cleaned   45 

DIMES 

1838        VF-30,  Small  Start   $120 

1840  VF-30,  no  drapery   40 

1840-O      VF-30,  no  drapery   40 

1842-0      VF-30   25 

1843        XF-40   50 

1845-0      F-15   50 

1849-0      AU-50,  Large  0   1000 

1849-0      VF-20,  Small  o   125 

1853        VQ-8,  NA  70 

1856-0      56/56,  Q-4   10 

1887-S  S/S,  XF-45,  Breen  #3438,  cleaned  .  50 

1891-S      S/S,  VF-30,  Breen  #3466    45 

1891  0      0/0,  VF-30   90 

QUARTERS 

1841  G-6,  doubled  die  obv   $30 

1847-0      VQ-8   25 

1847-0      F-12   45 

1847-0      VF-20   80 

1847-0      VF-35    100 


QUARTERS 

1850        F-15   $55 

1850-0      VG/AG-h    17 

1855-  S      F-12,  Ex-Oveilon    65 

1856-  0      VG-10    15 

1856-S      S/S,  VF-30,  Breen  #4010    300 

1864  VG-10   55 

1865  G-4   60 

1868-S      G/AQ,  cleaned   25 

1870         VF-20   85 

1876-CC     G-4,  stained  10 

1876-  CC     VG/AG   30 

1877-  S       S/S,  VF-30  75 

1878-  CC     VQ-10  25 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1843        AU-50   $170 

1844-  0      G-4,  weak  start   15 

1845-  0      G-4,  no  drapery   15 

1846  VF-30   45 

1847  1847/1847.  VF-30   90 

1847-0       1847/1847,  VQ-10  40 

1847-0      1847/1847,  XF-40,  cleaned    55 

1847-0      Q-4   15 

1849-0      XF-40   95 

1855        5/4,  VG-10  75 

1861-0      AG   10 

1851-0      Q-4   15 

1864-S      G-4.  broken  S   30 

1872-  CC     Q-4   35 

1873-  CC     G-4,  NA   110 

DOLLARS 

1841         VG-10   S110 

1847         XF-45    300 

1849        XF-40    300 

1864        F-12   210 


Terms  of  Sale 

Please  include  $2.00  for  postage  and  insurance.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

14  day  return  policy. 

TERRY  HESS  •  LSCC  #923 

P.O.  Box  831  •  Clemmons,  North  Carolina  27012 
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An  Analysis  of  Carson  City  Mint  State  Populations 
as  a  Function  of  Mintage 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

As  a  collector  of  Carson  City  coinage,  I  have  often  wondered  what  the  relation- 
ship might  be  between  mintage  figures  and  the  relative  rarity  of  surviving  mint  state 
specimens.  I  have  run  across  statements  in  the  published  literature  stating  that  the 
rarity  of  mint  state  coins  made  for  use  in  commerce  is  roughly  proportional  to  the 
number  struck.  These  statements  have  bothered  me  since  I  feel  that  collectors  over 
the  years  would  have  been  inclined  to  save  coins  from  the  low  mintage  issues  rather 
than  set  aside  specimens  from  those  issues  that  were  struck  in  the  millions. 

My  article  tabulating  15  years  of  auction  survey  records  of  Liberty  Seated  Carson 
City  coinage  in  mint  state  was  published  in  Issue  ^46  of  the  journal.  This  article 
provided  the  source  of  information  that  was  used  to  answer  this  basic  question. 

I  knew  that  certain  anomalies  existed  within  the  different  series  of  Carson  City 
coins,  cases  where  one  issue  is  regarded  rarer  than  another,  even  though  the  former 
had  a  higher  mintage.  My  plan,  therefore,  was  to  disregard  these  individual 
anomalies  within  a  series  and  just  concentrate  on  the  total  population  count  for 
a  series  versus  the  total  mintage  figures.  When  this  was  done,  the  answer  to  my 
question  came  sharply  into  focus.  It  should  be  noted  that  I  also  used  the  same  com- 
parison technique  on  individual  issues  within  a  series  and  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  cases,  the  data  produced  the  same  pattern.  Therefore,  for  the  sake  of  sim- 
plicity, I  chose  the  total  population  count  method  to  reach  my  conclusions. 

The  results  in  Table  I  show  that  the  survival  rate  of  mint  state  Carson  City  coin- 
age increases  as  the  mintage  for  each  denomination  decreases.  In  other  words, 
a  higher  percentage  of  mint  state  coins  was  saved  from  lower  mintage  issues  than 
from  higher  mintage  issues.  In  my  opinion  this  is  quite  revealing,  and  it  shoots  down 
the  myth,  at  least  in  the  Carson  City  series,  that  surviving  examples  exist  in  num- 
bers proportional  to  their  mintage. 

Table  I 

Survival  Rates  of  Mint  State  Carson  City  Coinage  vs.  Total  Mintage 


Mint  State  Survival  Rate 

Coins  Counted  Total  per  Million 

Denomination                    in  Survey  Mintage  from  Survey 

Dimes                           543  20,912,588  26 

Quarters                       536  10,330,542  52 

Half  Dollars                     321  5,307,627  60 

Trade  Dollars                  319  4,211,400  76 

Twenty  Cent  Pieces           179  143,290  1249 

Seated  Dollars                  54  19,288  2800 
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For  the  sake  of  clarity,  Table  I  lists  the  relative  mint  state  survival  rates  in  terms 
of  coins  per  million  struck.  The  values  for  the  twenty  cent  piece  and  the  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  were  prorated  to  make  the  rates  equivalent  to  the  other  denominations. 


As  shown  in  the  table,  fewer  Carson  City  dimes  were  saved  per  million  coins 
struck  than  any  other  denomination.  Although  rarer.  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were 
saved  to  a  far  greater  extent  in  relation  to  their  total  mintage  volume. 


The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 

LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 

by 

Larry  Briggs 

with  Special  Edits  and  Consultation  by 

Harry  Smith 


265  Pages 

Over  615  Photographs  including 
Full-color  Photos  of  2  of  the  Known 
1873-CC  No  Arrows  Specimens 


Soft-cover   $39.95 

Limited-edition 

Hard-bound   $60.00 

Please  add  $4  postage  for  each  book  purchased 

Send  Check  or  Money  Order  to: 

LARRY  BRIGGS  or       HARRY  SMITH 

P.O.  Box  187  P.O.  Box  705 

Lima,  OH  45802  South  San  Francisco 

1-419-228-2285  CA  94083 
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A  Call  for  Research  Information  for 
an  In-Depth  Study  of  United  States  Dollars 

by 

Q.  David  Bowers 

I  am  currently  involved  in  a  numismatic  writing  project  and  wish  to  issue  a  call 
to  LSCC  readers  for  contributions  to  this  effort.  My  new  book  "Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia"  is  in  its  finishing  stages 
and  will  be  published  this  summer.  If  you  have  any  research  information,  obser- 
vations, comments  or  data  on  Liberty  Seated  dollars  or  Trade  Dollars  I  would  like 
to  hear  from  you  by  mail.  I  will  give  credit  in  print  for  any  information  used  in  the 
text.  Please  write  to  me  as  follows:  Q.  David  Bowers,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 

For  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  1836-1839, 1  would  like  to  receive  information  from 
anyone  possessing  even  a  single  specimen,  with  such  being  identified  as  to  die 
alignment  as  published  by  Julian  and  Breen  and  the  weight  of  the  specimen  in 
grains.  For  instances  in  which  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  are  in  a  state  of  preservation 
permitting  the  study  of  die  states,  information  would  be  appreciated  relative  to  die 
rust  marks,  tiny  cracks  around  the  reverse  periphery  and  other  die  marks,  described 
in  as  much  detail  as  possible. 

For  Liberty  Seated  dollars  I  would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  owning  proof 
examples,  particularly  those  dated  1840  through  1865  inclusive,  with  a  view  toward 
obtaining  specific  information  about  minute  die  characteristics.  I  am  aware  of  the 
information  already  published  by  Walter  Breen  and  Robert  W.  Julian,  both  of  whom 
are  in  fact  major  contributors  and  consultants  to  my  new  book.  I  especially  seek 
data  not  already  published  by  these  two  authors,  or  information  not  finalized  in  Walter 
Breen's  encyclopedias  on  Proof  coins  and  on  general  United  States  coins. 

I  am  also  seeking  information  concerning  the  hoards  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars 
released  circa  1962-1964.  The  literature  indicates  that  from  one  thousand  to  three 
thousand  1859-0  dollars  in  Mint  State  were  released  at  the  time,  and  up  to  6,000 
dated  1860-O,  but  I  have  no  information  as  to  when  they  were  released,  who  found 
them  or  how  they  were  distributed.  A  bit  more  enigmatic  is  the  notation  that  a  bag 
of  one  thousand  1871  Liberty  Seated  dollars  was  released.  I  have  no  information 
concerning  this  at  all,  except  to  say  that  today  examples  of  this  date  in  Mint  State 
seem  to  be  more  available  than  those  of  certain  other  contemporary  dates.  As  far 
as  I  know.  Treasury  distributions  of  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  1962-1964 
were  limited  to  these  three  dates,  the  1859-0,  the  1860-O  and  the  1871.  If  anyone 
knows  of  any  other  dates  and  can  furnish  information  to  document  this,  it  would 
be  appreciated. 

I  recall  buying  bags  of  circulated  Liberty  Seated  dollars  about  1964,  pieces  which 
had  been  distributed  through  one  of  the  Federal  Reserve  banks.  An  examination 
revealed  a  wide  variety  of  dates,  including  Carson  City  issues,  with  the  1847  date 
being  the  most  prevalent  of  the  early  issues.  This  differs  from  the  experiences  re- 
lated by  other  contributors  to  the  journal,  which  suggests  that  such  dates  as  1841, 
1842  and  1843  may  be  the  most  common.  If  anyone  was  part  of  such  distributions 
in  the  early  1960s,  as  I  was,  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  as  to  the  quantity 
of  dollars  that  you  handled  and  the  contents  of  the  bags  distributed.  In  my  instance, 
no  Mint  State  coins  were  in  any  of  the  bags  that  I  examined. 
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Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  withheld  from  circulation  after  about  1850,  when 
the  price  of  silver  on  the  international  market  rose  to  the  point  at  which  the  Treasury 
was  no  longer  paying  them  out  at  face  value,  in  1861 ,  for  example,  the  Mint  charged 
$1.08  for  uncirculated  coins,  based  on  a  formula  derived  from  the  value  of  half  dol- 
lars at  the  time  as  stated  in  the  1861  Mint  Report.  From  1853  through  the  rest  of 
the  decade,  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  made  almost  exclusively  for  export  pur- 
poses, sort  of  like  an  early  day  "trade  dollar."  These  coins  were  shipped  to  China, 
particularly  the  Northern  ports.  If  any  reader  has  data  concerning  these  shipments, 
apart  from  what  already  has  been  written  by  John  Willem  and  Neil  Carothers,  and 
apart  from  the  information  appearing  in  Mint  records,  I  would  be  pleased  to  learn 
of  it.  Of  special  interest  would  be  contemporary  financial  and  newspaper  accounts 
concerning  the  use  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  foreign  exchange. 

The  subject  of  trade  dollars  is  also  part  of  the  study  and  I  have  already  acquired 
much  information.  Needed  at  this  point  is  the  clarification  of  technicalities,  specif- 
ically new  information  concerning  the  relative  rarity  of  Type  I  and  Type  II  obverse 
and  reverse  variety  combinations  of  the  mid-1870s.  I  would  also  like  to  know  of  the 
existence  of  1884  trade  dollars  struck  in  copper,  the  whereabouts  of  a  complete 
1884  copper  Proof  set  which  was  in  existence  in  the  1930s,  and  information  from 
anyone  who  has  bought  or  sold  or  who  has  possessed  silver  trade  dollars  dated 
1884  and  1885  during  the  past  ten  years. 

If  you  can  help  with  any  of  these  issues  I  would  really  appreciate  hearing  from 
you. 


More  on  the  1842-0  Shattered  Reverse  Dime 

John  McCloskey  wrote  an  article  on  the  1842-0  dime  with  a  shattered  reverse 
in  Issue  #52  of  the  Journal.  Surprisingly,  I  have  found  examples  to  show  that  this 
reverse  was  paired  with  two  different  obverses  in  1842.  One  of  these  two  obverses 
has  a  date  placement  identical  to  the  1842-0  A-1  variety  and  the  coin  pictured  in 
Issue  #52  may  actually  be  a  late  die  state  of  this  variety.  The  second  1842-0  ob- 
verse has  the  upright  of  the  4  directly  below  the  pendant  and  the  1  in  the  date  is 
centered  over  a  denticle.  I  have  not  seen  this  shattered  reverse  paired  with  an  1841-0 
obverse  but  it  is  certainly  possible.  I  have  seen  two  1842-0  reverses  that  were  paired 
with  an  1841-0  obverse,  including  one  for  which  the  1841-0  pairing  came  convin- 
cingly after  the  1842-0  pairing.  But  more  on  that  variety  later. 


Brian  Greer 
LSCC  #716 
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SEATED  DIME  DUPLICATES 


DIMES 

1839-0       EF-40,  A-2,  Small  0,  even  gray  &  problem  free  $  65 

1839-0       VF-20,  A-6,  early  die  state,  reverse  rim  nick   28 

1842-0       VF-20,  Medium  0,  flat  Strike   14 

1845        F-12,  double  date,  Breen  3249,  nice  gold  toning   45 

1845        VF-20,  A-2,  triple  cut  5,  light  gray,  nice  fields   68 

1847  F-12,  A-1,  date  overlaps  base,  even  russet  toning   29 

1848  EF-40,  A-1,  blue  &  gray  obverse  toning   60 

1851-0       EF-45,  A-1,  dipped  with  reflective  fields   140 

1853         WA,  VG-8,  A-6,  very  high  date,  coarse  cleaning   3 

1856        VG-10,  unlisted,  sloping  date,  gray  toning   8 

1856-0       G-6,  A-2,  56  recut  up   7 

1856-0       G-4,  A-3,  56  recut  down   10 

1856-0       F-12,  A-5,  Medium  0.  gray  &  problem  free   21 

1859-0       VF-20,  l^rge  0,  gray  color,  once  cleaned   24 

1873-S       VG-8,  gray,  problem  free   23 

1874         F-15,  a  few  tiny  reverse  marks,  still  nice   20 

1875-CC     AU-50,  CC  In  wreath,  a  few  minor  hairlines  on  obverse   45 

1877         VF-20,  Type  1  reverse,  small  mark  above  date   15 

1877        EF-40,  Type  2  reverse,  gray   17 

1887         EF-40,  gray  color,  a  nice  coin   18 

1890-  S       F-15,  Medium  S,  nice   20 

1891        VF-20,  unlisted,  recut  9,  dipped   16 

1891-  0      VF-30,  unlisted,  recut  9,  flat  head   15 


WANTED  FOR  MY  COLLECTION 

1839-  0     A-1  &  A-5,  original  VF  or  better 

1840-  0     Large  0,  original  XF  or  better 

1840-  0     Small  o,  original  XF  or  better 

1841-  0     Large  0,  any  grade 
1850-0     A-2.  VF  or  better 

1852       Recut  Date,  VF  or  better 
1856-0     Date  Recut  Down,  VF  or  better 

14-clay  return  if  not  satisfied.  Prompt  refund  assured.  ANA  grading. 
Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  on  all  orders.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

GERRY  FORTIN  •  LSCC  #1054 
225  Valley  Rd.  •  Raymond,  Maine  04071  •  Telephone  (207)  998-2500 


27 


—  ATTENTION  COLLECTORS  — 

I  would  like  to  talk  to  anyone  who  knows  anything  about  the  two 
coins  listed  below.  Breen  says  that  they  are  both  rare  in  his  en- 
cyclopedia. 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1854-0  AU,  Triple  Date  as  described  by  Bill  Bugert  on  page  342 
of  Collective  Volume  Number  Three  of  the  Gobrecht  Jour- 
nal, Beistle  5-D,  4  touches  5.  Breen  #4853. 

1860-O    XF^5,  PCI,  No  Drapery,  ANA  authentication.  Breen  #4899. 

COINS  FOR  SALE 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays,  XF-45,  blue  and  gold  toning  ....  $225 
1878       PCGS  MS-60,  only  17  graded  UNC  by  PCGS  ....  475 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840       XF-40,  scarce   $285 

1843        NGC,  XF-45   285 

1846       XF-40    275 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1883        NGC,  MS-63,  gorgeous  toning   $1675 

TERMS:  10-day  return  privilege.  Checks  must  clear. 


ROBERT  E.  WILLARD  •  LSCC  #1021 

472  NE  55th  Terrace  •  Miami,  Florida  33137 
ANA  R97917     FUN  5892 
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The  Surprising  1889/1889  Dime 


by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Several  months  ago  Brian  Greer  sent  me  a  preliminary  copy  of  the  manuscript 
that  he  was  preparing  for  his  new  book  on  the  Seated  dime  series.  He  asked  me 
to  review  the  manuscript  and  to  make  a  listing  of  the  recut  date  varieties  I  owned 
that  he  had  not  described.  I  made  my  list  of  varieties  not  included  in  his  manuscript 
and  sent  it  off  to  him  as  requested.  One  coin  on  that  list  was  an  1889/1889  dime 
in  XF-45  condition  that  I  had  purchased  several  years  ago.  Brian  called  and  asked 
me  to  send  the  coin  to  Tom  Mulvaney  who  had  been  retained  to  take  pictures  for 
the  book  that  Brian  was  writing.  I  sent  the  coin  to  Tom  and  a  week  later  he  returned 
the  piece  together  with  the  picture  shown  below. 

The  picture  of  the  date  of  my  coin  shows  doubling  on  all  four  digits  in  the  date. 
The  strongest  doubling  appears  to  the  left  of  the  base  of  the  1  in  the  date  and  ex- 
tends up  along  the  upright  of  the  1.  There  is  also  doubling  along  the  inside  right 
edge  of  both  loops  of  the  first  8  and  along  the  outside  edge  of  the  lower  loop  of 
the  second  8.  Finally  there  is  doubling  along  the  inside  right  edge  of  both  loops 
of  the  9.  This  variety  is  certainly  very  interesting  and  an  example  of  the  unusual 
varieties  that  are  still  available  for  discovery  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series. 


1889/1889  Dime 
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The  story  might  well  have  ended  here  except  for  a  special  request  that  was  made 
by  Brian  as  he  was  preparing  his  manuscript  for  publication.  Several  shipments 
of  coins  were  sent  to  Tom  so  that  he  could  take  pictures  for  the  new  book.  Tom  was 
instructed  to  take  pictures  of  the  coins  in  his  possession  to  show  special  features 
like  recut  dates  and  doubled  mintmarks.  Brian  then  asked  Tom  to  select  a  coin  of 
his  choice  for  closeup  shots  of  the  obverse  shield,  pictures  that  would  show  special 
features  of  the  obverse  design  for  use  in  the  book.  The  pictures  were  taken  and 
the  photographs  sent  along  to  Brian  a  week  or  so  later  Brian  opened  the  package 
and  began  to  study  the  pictures  that  had  been  sent.  He  examined  the  picture  shown 
below  and  was  startled  by  what  he  saw.  The  picture  showed  the  obverse  shield 
of  a  high  grade  Seated  dime  with  bold  lettering  on  the  ribbon  running  across  the 
shield.  But  directly  to  the  right  of  the  Y  in  LIBERTY  he  saw  an  extra  digit  that  was 
punched  into  the  design  between  the  ribbon  and  a  fold  of  drapery.  The  problem 
was  that  the  picture  showed  no  date  and  Brian  did  not  know  the  date  of  the  coin 
that  had  been  photographed.  A  call  to  Tom  did  not  resolve  the  mystery.  Tom  did 
not  remember  which  coin  he  had  used  to  take  this  picture  and  he  had  sent  the  coins 
back  to  the  collectors  who  had  sent  them  in  for  photography.  Brian  was  thus  left 
with  the  problem  of  identifying  the  coin  which  contained  the  extra  date  punch.  He 
studied  all  of  the  pictures  in  the  shipment  that  he  had  received  from  Tom  and  by 
comparing  characteristics  of  the  different  pictures  in  the  lot,  he  eliminated  coins 
one  by  one  as  the  source  of  the  unidentified  picture.  After  extensive  detective  work 
he  finally  concluded  that  the  shield  close  up  was  a  picture  of  my  1889/1889  dime 
that  I  had  sent  along  to  Tom.  Brian  called  and  asked  me  to  examine  my  coin  in  the 
area  to  the  right  of  the  Y.  I  was  startled  to  find  the  extra  digit  staring  back  at  me. 
I  cannot  imagine  how  I  missed  it.  After  Chris  Pilliod  published  his  article  on  the 
four  extra  digits  that  were  punched  into  an  1890  dime,  I  checked  the  pieces  in  my 
collection  specifically  for  these  stray  punches.  Somehow  I  missed  this  extra  digit. 


1889/1889  Dime  with  Extra  Digit  in  Drapery 
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The  only  explanation  I  can  offer  is  that  I  didn't  look  high  enough  up  into  the  design 
for  this  extra  punch.  It  never  ceases  to  amaze  me  how  easy  it  is  to  overlook  a  spe- 
cial characteristic  of  a  given  coin  when  it  becomes  so  obvious  after  it  is  pointed 
out  to  you. 

This  example  shows  that  there  are  still  interesting  varieties  that  are  yet  to  be 
discovered.  Examine  your  coins  very  carefully,  you  never  know  what  you  might  find. 
If  you  have  already  studied  your  pieces,  look  at  them  again.  Some  feature  that  you 
have  overlooked  may  suddenly  jump  out  and  grab  your  attention. 

The  pictures  of  the  1889/1889  dime  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 


The  Complete  Guide  to 

LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DIMES 

by 

Al  Blythe 

•  About  175  Pages 

•  250+  Photographs 

•  Complete  Date  &  Mint  Mark  Analysis 

•  Rarity  Ratings  by  Date  &  Grade 

•  Population  Rankings 

•  Pricing  Guidelines 

•  Grading 

•  Series  History 


Soft  Cover    $29.95 

Limited  Edition  Hard-Bound  $49.95 

Please  add  $3  for  Shipping  and  Handling 

Send  Check  or  Money  Order  to: 
Al  Blythe 
P.O.  Box  474 
Bishop,  CA  93515 
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Quality  Seated  Coins  from  Brian 


HALF  DIMES 

1840-0       NO,  Ch.VF,  Lanie  0    $55 

1840  WD.  XF   136 

1840-0       WD,  VF,  ratontd   106 

1846         VF,  nra   625 

1872  doubled  die   95 

DIMES 

1838  XF/AU,  Small  SUrt   $155 

1838  AU,  Small  Stan,  dipped    375 

1839-0       VQ-t-,  Huge  0,  Rev  of  1838-0    165 

1839-0       Ch.  XF   86 

1840         WD.  VF,  nice   140 

1842-0  VF-t-.  Small  0.  small  revarte  mark, 

rare   65 

1846         VQ-t-   80 

1851-0       VF-h.  choice    86 

1853  NA,  VQ-t-.  full  Uberty   56 

1857-  0       AU,  Medium  0,  rare   195 

1858-  S       VF/VF-   210 

1859-  S       Fine,  dark  toning   185 

1859-S       VQ   120 

1863-S       VF,  choice   77 

1863-  S       NGC  MS-63.  full  strike    2450 

1864-  S       VF   60 

1865         G-VQ,  A-1.  rare    285 

1866-  S       AU,  dipped  but  sharp   295 

1867-  S       Fine,  A-1,  nice   55 

1871-  S       VF   60 

1872-  S       XF.  choice   220 

1873-  S       XF,  Large  S,  dipped   120 

1878-CC     VF,  shattered  reverse   110 

1886-S       AU.  a  lew  hairlines   196 

QUARTERS 

1850         Ch.  VF,  nice  toning   $67 

1853         3/4,  XF,  bold  overdate  185 

1854-0       XF,  Huge  0,  dark  toning   335 

1863  Fine-   33 

1864  Ch.  XF,  nice   220 

1865  Fine-   80 

1867         Fine-f,  choice   215 

1867         AU.  nice  toning   610 

1867-  S       Q/VQ   116 

1868-  S       VQ/F.  full  Uberty   86 

1869-  S       Fine   140 

1877-S  Abt.  XF.  S  over  horizontal  S.  early 

state   115 


HALVES 

1839  No  Drapery,  Fine-t-   $135 

1840-0       XF,  very  small  o    90 

1840-0       VF.  Small  o.  cracked  reverse   70 

1842         XF-.  triple  date   90 

1845-0       XF,  nice   85 

1845-  0       XF/AU.  0  over  horizontal  0  250 

1846  XF,  6  over  horizontal  6.  choice  ...  400 

1846         Tall  Date,  Ch.  XF.  spiked  4  136 

1846-  0       Tall  Date,  VQ   220 

1849  XF,  18/18   146 

1852  XF.  dipped,  problem  free   650 

1855         XF.  toned   95 

1855-  0  VF-t-.  0  over  horizontal  0.  cleaned. 

reloning   90 

1856-  0       XF.  56/56,  dark   75 

1856-  S       Abt.  XF   205 

1857-  S       Good   50 

1857-S       Rne-   95 

1857-S       Ch.  XF   450 

1858         Abt  XF.  Type  2  rev.  very  nice  70 

1859-0       XF.  9  from  rock,  rare    125 

1859-S       Ch.  XF.  Medium  S.  scarce   145 

1860  F/VF    42 

1861-0       Ch.  VF   42 

1862  XF  +  .  toned   185 

1869-  S       VG.  no  drapery   24 

1870  Ch.VF   60 

1870-  CC      Abt  Fine   925 

1872-  S       F/VF    75 

1873  NA.  VF-t-,  Closed  3   70 

1873-  CC     Good,  Arrows   105 

1875-S       Good,  micro  s   POR 

1875-S       VF,  Medium-small  S   150 

1877-CC      Abt.  XF   75 

1877-CC      VF.  77/77    66 

1879  XF.  Type  I  reverse,  rare   400 

1883         XF.  choice    360 

1887  XF.  cleaned,  some  hairiines  but 

retoning   495 

1890  XF,  toned   385 

1891  AU/UNC    285 

1891  Ch.  XF-I-.  nice  toning   146 


Terms:     Personal  checks  must  clear.  21  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason. 
Please  add  $2.00  postage  on  all  orders.  Other  dates  available. 
Please  call  or  write: 

BRIAN  GREER  •  LSCC  #716 

P.O.  Box  1781  •  Broomfield,  Colorado  80038 
Telephone  (303)  466-2640 
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A  New  Variety  of  the  1858-0  Half  Dime 

by 
Al  BIythe 

The  1858-0  half  dime  is  a  relatively  common  date  within  the  half  dime  series 
and  it  is  perhaps  not  studied  as  carefully  as  other  dates  in  the  series.  I  recently 
received  an  EF+  specimen  of  the  1858-0  V-1  half  dime  which  is  an  excellent  ex- 
ample of  the  interesting  pieces  that  are  available  for  this  date.  Although  this  spec- 
imen appeared  to  be  fairly  well  struck  with  a  nearly  full  head  and  a  full  toe  and  shield, 
it  has  a  "short  pole"  from  an  ovenworked  obverse  die.  The  short  pole  has  hereto- 
fore been  linked  only  with  the  1858  Philadelphia  half  dime  and  this  was  the  first 
time  I  had  seen  this  condition  on  an  1858-0  half  dime.  Excessive  die  lapping  or 
polishing  has  removed  a  portion  of  the  pole  that  Ms.  Liberty  is  holding.  About  one 
half  of  the  pole  is  visible,  then  it  abruptly  disappears  with  the  cap  appearing  to  be 
suspended  on  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand.  Other  characteristics  for  this  ob- 
verse show  that  the  shield  points  to  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  of  the  1  in  the  date 
and  that  the  pendant  lines  up  with  the  right  side  of  the  5. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  a  Large  O  mintmark  measuring  1.1  mm  high  that 
is  centered  over  the  bow  knot.  The  reverse  of  this  coin  also  shows  an  area  struck 
from  a  broken  die.  This  is  sometimes  mistakenly  referred  to  as  a  retained  cud.  To 
be  technically  correct  it  is  a  retained  broken  die  where  a  piece  of  the  die  has  broken 
off,  but  is  retained  or  held  in  place  by  the  collar.  In  such  a  case  the  surface  of  the 
broken  piece  will  often  be  at  a  higher  or  lower  level  than  the  face  of  the  rest  of  the 
die.  For  the  specimen  currently  being  studied,  the  area  of  the  broken  die  measures 


1858-0  Half  Dime  with  Short  Pole 
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about  7  mm  and  covers  an  area  along  the  rim  from  5  o'clock  to  6:30,  and  It  runs 
from  the  rim  through  the  second  A  In  AMERICA  to  the  wreath,  along  the  wreath 
to  the  bow  knot  and  then  out  through  the  left  ribbon  to  the  rim.  This  whole  area 
is  raised  on  the  coin  with  the  left  standard  of  the  second  A  in  AMERICA  being  at 
a  lower  level  than  the  rest  of  the  A  to  the  right.  This  reverse  die  probably  saw  little 
or  no  service  after  striking  this  coin.  I  have  assigned  the  designation  1858-0  V-5 
to  this  variety. 


The  two  closeup  pictures  of  the  1858-0  half  dime  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 


1858-0  Half  Dime  Struck  from  Broken  Reverse  Die 


—  WANTED  — 

1870-S  Halves  with  Eye  Appeal! 

I  am  a  serious  buyer  of  nice  original  1870-S  half  dollars  grading 
from  AG  to  XF.  If  you  have  uncleaned  and  undamaged  coins  that 
are  nice  examples  for  their  grade,  please  contact: 

DAVID  LOVE  •  LSCC  #1350 
P.O.  Box  697  •  Tualatin,  Oregon  97062 
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Convention  Conversations,  Winter  1992 


by 

Larry  Briggs 

This  column  is  intended  to  provide  answers  to  questions  that  have  been  raised 
at  recent  numisnnatic  conventions.  I  hope  that  the  infornnation  provided  will  be  help- 
ful to  all  club  nriembers  interested  in  the  study  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

0.  How  can  you  tell  the  difference  between  an  1867  proof  and  an  1867  business 
strike  half  dime?  BG 

A.  This  question  is  presented  to  nne  several  tinnes  throughout  the  course  of  a  con- 
vention year.  It  is  really  quite  easy  to  tell  the  difference  even  though  two  avail- 
able sources  of  information  on  this  topic  are  confusing  or  misleading.  Valentine 
states  that  the  1867  V-1  Business  strike  has  a  high  date  while  the  1867  V-2  proof 
has  a  low  date.  This  doesn't  really  tell  you  very  much,  especially  if  you  are  look- 
ing at  a  single  coin.  In  his  book  on  proof  coinage,  Breen  states  that  the  V-1  die 
pair  exists  as  a  proof.  I  have  never  seen  an  1867  V-1  proof  coin.  The  difference 
between  the  1867  proof  and  1867  business  strike  half  dimes  is  as  follows: 

All  proof  1867  half  dimes  have  what  I  call  two  fang  marks  or  tiny  die  lumps 
on  the  throat  or  chest  area  of  Ms.  Liberty.  I  know  of  no  exceptions  to  this  rule. 
All  business  strike  1867  half  dimes  have  a  die  crack  from  the  rim  through 
the  last  S  in  STATES  to  Ms.  Liberty's  shoulder.  All  show  evidence  of  heavy  die 
polish  and  most  but  not  all  are  heavily  clashed  in  the  obverse  field. 

0.  Several  articles  that  I  have  read  have  stated  that  the  1841-0  doubled  die  obverse 
quarter  is  rare.  Is  this  really  true?  AW 

A.  No.  Until  1982,  the  1841-0  doubled  die  obverse  quarter  was  considered  to  be 
rare.  During  this  year  however,  the  New  Orleans  hoard  was  unearthed  and  at 
least  200  to  400  examples  of  this  variety  are  known  to  exist  today.  Because 
of  this  hoard,  the  variety  is  popular  but  it  is  no  longer  rare. 

0.  Is  the  1876-CC  quarter  with  the  fine  reeding  really  rare?  I  see  this  variety  every- 
where. JS 

The  1876-CC  quarter  with  the  fine  reeding  is  not  rare.  The  fine  reeding  is  ac- 
tually the  most  common  edge  reeding  for  the  1876-CC  quarter.  Three  different 
edge  reedings  are  know  to  exist  for  this  date.  Pieces  are  known  with  113, 122, 
and  153  reeds.  Approximately  80%  of  all  1876-CC  quarters  have  153  reeds, 
the  fine  edge  reeding.  The  fallacy  of  rarity  arose  from  Don  Taxay's  Encyclopedia 
of  US  Coins  where  he  states:  1876-CC,  fine  reeding,  dozens  of  times  rarer  than 
the  usual  reeding.  This  statement  should  now  be  stated  as:  1876-CC,  fine  reed- 
ing, the  most  common  edge  reeding  for  this  issue. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 


1843  VF+    $50 

1845  VG   35 

1846  F+    35 

1847-0  VF   38 

1849-0  XF-h    95 

1853  VG,  arrows  &  rays   19 

1854-  0  XF,  arrows    80 

1855-  0  F,  arrows   32 

1856  VF-H    39 

1856-  0  XF-J-    68 

1857-  S  VF   225 

1858  Xf+    68 

1858-  0  XF   70 

1858-S  XF-h    175 

1861  VF   39 

1865  ?+    45 

1865-  S  VF-l-    50 

1866-  S  VF   47 

1867-  S  F   32 

1868  f+    72 

1869  XF-h    98 

1871  XF   70 

1873  VF+,  closed  3   88 

1873  VF,  arrows    68 

1873-S  VG,  arrows   62 

1875  XF   63 

1875-S  XF-h    80 

1876  XF+    62 

1877-S  XF+    62 

1878  XF+    95 

1891  F   75 


Terms  of  Sale: 

1.  14  day  return  privilege. 

2.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

3.  All  orders  should  include  $3.00  for  shipping  &  handling. 

Beacon  Coins         LSCC  #1019 

P.O.  Box  369  •  Lancaster,  MA  01523 
Want  Lists  Solicited  —  Other  Coins  in  Stock 
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The  1859  A-2  Dime  With  an  Extra  9  Punched  into  Gown 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 

I  would  like  to  share  a  recent  observation  that  I  made  late  one  evening  while 
examining  several  high  grade  Seated  dimes  for  minor  die  cracks.  While  studying 
my  1859  A-2  dime  I  noticed  that  it  had  the  base  of  either  a  5  or  a  9  punched  into 
the  gown  immediately  to  the  right  of  the  Y  in  LIBERTY.  After  examining  the  coin 
further  I  concluded  that  the  extra  punch  was  the  lower  loop  of  a  9.  Club  members 
might  want  to  examine  their  own  examples  of  the  1859  A-2  dime  to  form  their  own 
opinion  about  the  extra  punch. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  1859  A-2  plate  coin  in  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia  clearly 
exhibits  the  extra  9  in  the  gown.  This  extraneous  digit  appears  to  have  remained 
unnoticed  since  the  original  publication  of  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia  in  1977  as  no 
mention  has  ever  been  made  of  it  in  the  journal.  For  the  record,  my  1859  A-2  dime 
is  a  Choice  AU  with  light  gold  toning  over  reflective  fields.  All  of  the  Ahwash  diag- 
nostics are  present  on  my  coin.  In  addition,  my  specimen  has  a  light  die  scratch 
visible  between  the  10th  and  11th  shield  lines  directly  above  the  banner. 

The  picture  of  the  1859  A-2  dime  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney 


1859  A-2  Dime  With  Extra  9  Punched  into  Gown 
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QUARTERS 

1842  VQ-10,  nice  original   $65 

1848     AU-58,  choice,  sliarp  strii(e  375 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays.  F-VF   22 

1854  VF-35   32 

1856  XF-40,  liglit  gold  toning   45 

1857  XF-4a  lustrous,  dipped   40 

1857  AU-58,  light  reverse  marks   125 

1861      VF-35,  original  gray  toning   27 

1861      XF-45   45 

1861      M8-60    250 

1872  PF-63,  drk  obv,  golden  rev   475 

1873  Arrows,  XF-45,  cleaned    95 

1876      VF-20,  dark  toning    20 

1876      AU-50   75 

1877-8   AU-55   125 

1877-CC  F/VF   22 

1881     PF-60-^    385 

1891-8   VF-25,  original  gray    28 

HALVES 

1843  AU-50   $115 

1843     AU-53   135 

1846  F   29 

1846-0   F   29 

1846-0  VF   40 

1847  AU-55,  sharp  strike,  dipped  ....  125 

1855-0   XF-45   85 

1855-0   AU-50   150 

1858  AU-50   115 

1858-  0   XF-45   85 

1859-  8   Q-VQ   15 

1859-  8   VG   19 

1860-  O  VF-20,  dark  spot  on  reverse   29 

1861      F   25 

1861      AU-50   125 

1862-8   VOyF   22 

1865      M8-60    375 

1867-8   VF-20,  heavy  rim  bumps   15 

1869     XF-45   85 

1875-  8   VF-25   49 

1876-  8   VF-30,  dark  toning    39 

1881      XF-45    345 


DOLLARS 

1836     XF-40,  Gobrecht  dollar   $3500 

1840      XF-40,  cleaned  &  retoned    235 

1840  XF-40,  original  gray    315 

1841  XF-45,  P/L   295 

1841  AU-53,  PCG8.  lustrous   675 

1842  XF-40    275 

1842      XF-45,reverse  rim  bumps   185 

1844  AU-50    675 

1845  XF-40,  original  gray  toning   475 

1845  AU-50    775 

1846  AU-50,  cleaned  &  retoned   325 

1846  XF-45    325 

1846-0  VF-20    225 

1846-0  AU-50    950 

1847  XF-4Q,  old  cleaning,  rim  bump  .  200 

1848  VF-3a  dark  toning    350 

1848     XF-4a  light  golden  toning   475 

1848  AU-50,  golden  toning   975 

1849  VF-35,  dark  original  toning  ....  250 

1850  AU-50.  cleaned,  obv  rim  bump  .  775 

1850-O   XF-45    925 

1853     AU-50    625 

1855  AU-50.  PCG8    3500 

1856  AU-5fl   1050 

1860  AU-50.  lustrous,  nice  toning  750 

1861  XF-45    925 

1863  PF-60-h   1275 

1864  XF-45    575 

1864  PF-50.  dark  toning  over  hair- 
lines   675 

1865  XF-40    450 

1865  AU-50,  no  lustei;  strong  strike  . .  475 

1867      AU-50    850 

1867  PF-58    825 

1868  XF-45,  old  cleaning   375 

1872  XF-40    225 

1872-8    VF-25    375 

1872-8    XF-45,  strong  strike    925 

1873  PF-60,  dull  obv,  nice  rev    875 

1873  PF-55,  full  luster,  heavy  hair- 
lines   675 


Terms:  14-Day  Return  Privilege.  Please  add  $3  postage. 
Most  coins  from  Major  Auctions,  All  Graded  Conservatively. 

DENNIS  NEWSOM  •  LSCC  #872 

P.O.  Box  21,  Lorton,  Virginia  22199 
Telephone  (703)791-4352  evenings 
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The  Broken  Stripe  Reverse  in  the 
Seated  Quarter  Series 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  what  I  have  called  the  broken  stripe  reverse  on  an 
1849  quarter  The  broken  stripe  is  caused  by  a  circular  defect  that  appears  in  the 
exact  center  of  the  reverse  design.  This  defect  is  not  damage  to  a  particular  reverse 
die  as  similar  circular  punches  have  been  seen  on  the  reverses  of  many  dates  dur- 
ing this  period.  I  personally  own  examples  of  quarters  dated  1848, 1849, 1854, 1856, 
1857  and  1858  with  this  defect.  Several  reverse  dies  are  involved  as  evidenced  by 
die  cracks  that  have  appeared  on  the  reverses.  The  existence  of  these  pieces  rai- 
ses some  interesting  questions  that  I  have  pondered  over  the  years.  I  believe  that 
the  defect  has  something  to  do  with  the  preparation  of  the  reverse  die.  Since  the 
defect  was  produced  during  the  manufacture  of  more  than  one  reverse,  I  believe 
that  it  was  part  of  the  production  process  during  this  period.  This  is  further  sup- 
ported by  the  fact  that  I  own  an  1849  gold  quarter  eagle  with  a  similar  circular  de- 
fect in  the  center  of  the  reverse  design.  I  have  furthermore  seen  pictures  of  other 


1849  Quarter  with  a  Broken  Stripe  Reverse 
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gold  quarter  eagles  of  this  period  with  the  same  circular  defect.  The  major  ques- 
tion that  these  pieces  raise  is,  why  was  the  defect  produced  and  how  was  it  made? 

I  have  seen  a  raised  center  dot  on  the  reverse  of  many  of  the  Bust  coins  of  the 
1820s  and  1830s.  I  had  always  assumed  that  this  raised  center  dot  was  produced 
as  a  result  of  a  small  hole  that  was  punched  into  the  center  of  the  reverse  die  as 
it  was  being  prepared.  The  hole  could  have  been  used  to  hold  the  die  in  place  as 
the  lettering  was  being  punched  into  it  or  it  could  have  been  used  as  a  centering 
device  to  position  the  letters  as  they  were  being  laid  out  in  an  arc  around  the  per- 
iphery of  the  reverse  die.  I  n  any  event  the  appearance  of  these  raised  dots  provides 
evidence  to  indicate  that  they  resulted  from  the  preparation  of  the  reverse  dies. 

It  would  be  my  feeling  that  the  circular  holes  appearing  in  the  reverses  of  the 
coins  in  the  1840s  and  1850s  also  were  produced  as  a  result  of  the  preparation 
of  the  reverse  dies.  During  this  period,  however,  the  reverse  dies  were  not  being 
prepared  individually  but  were  made  from  reverse  hubs.  The  centering  punch  would 
therefore  not  be  struck  into  the  die  itself  but  into  the  hub  in  its  preparation.  The 
hub  would  show  the  circular  defect  that  would  be  used  to  center  the  design  or  hold 
the  hub  in  place  as  it  was  being  prepared.  This  positive  design  in  the  hub  would 
then  be  transferred  to  a  negative  design  to  produce  the  individual  dies.  But  the  cen- 
ter punch  in  the  hub  would  now  be  produced  as  a  raised  dot  on  the  individual  dies. 
When  these  dies  were  used  to  strike  coins  the  raised  dots  on  the  die  would  appear 
as  holes  in  the  design  of  the  individual  coins. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  broken  stripe  reverses  appear  before  1848.  I  believe 
that  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  reverse  shield  were  individually  cut  into  the  reverse 
dies  up  until  this  time.  For  this  reason  any  raised  areas  in  the  center  of  the  reverse 
dies  would  be  cut  through  and  eliminated  up  until  1848.  But  I  believe  a  new  pro- 
cedure was  developed  in  1848  which  included  the  reverse  shield  lines  in  the  hub 
design.  At  this  point  the  circular  defects  would  start  appearing  in  the  reverse  dies. 

But  the  explanation  that  I  have  provided  would  also  raise  other  questions  about 
the  series.  Why  do  the  defects  appear  on  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  reverses  of 
the  period  from  1848  to  1858?  It  could  be  that  the  process  of  putting  the  shield  lines 
into  the  hub  was  experimental  during  this  period  and  that  only  some  of  the  rever- 
ses were  prepared  in  this  way.  It  is  also  possible  that  the  raised  dots  on  the  reverse 
dies  were  tooled  off  on  most  of  the  reverses  but  were  overlooked  in  a  few  cases. 
The  reverses  which  were  overlooked  in  the  tooling  process  would  be  those  with 
the  circular  defects. 

Another  issue  that  I  haven't  been  able  to  resolve  is  why  all  of  the  coins  with 
the  circular  defects  have  been  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  Reverses  with  the 
circular  defects  are  known  to  have  appeared  on  six  dates  from  1848  to  1858  but 
I  have  never  seen  such  a  reverse  used  at  one  of  the  branch  mints.  Is  it  possible 
that  none  of  the  reverses  with  the  circular  defects  were  ever  shipped  to  the  branch 
mints  due  entirely  to  chance?  This  seems  highly  unlikely  since  the  defective  dies 
were  used  for  an  extended  period  of  time  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  It  seems  more 
likely  that  the  reverses  with  the  circular  holes  were  produced  by  a  new  process  and 
that  they  were  being  tested  in  Philadelphia  to  see  how  they  would  hold  up  in  pro- 
duction. I  also  think  that  it  is  likely  that  the  defects  were  removed  from  some  of  the 
dies  of  this  period  since  it  seems  reasonable  to  expect  that  mint  officials  would  have 
repaired  the  defects  had  they  been  aware  of  them.  A  full  explanation  as  to  the  source 
of  these  defects  is  still  unclear.  I  feel  that  they  could  play  an  important  role  in  ex- 
plaining the  process  used  to  manufacture  coin  dies  of  this  period  and  that  there 
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is  still  a  lot  more  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject. 

It  is  clear  that  more  than  one  reverse  was  used  in  the  production  of  the  broken 
stripe  reverse  coins  because  the  first  broken  stripe  die  was  already  badly  broken 
up  as  early  as  1848.  This  reverse  shows  a  die  crack  from  the  denticles  that  runs 
down  through  the  three  lower  leaves,  through  the  bases  of  the  letters  QUAR.  DOL. 
and  then  through  the  three  arrow  heads.  Another  crack  joins  the  bases  of  the 
letters  TATES  OF  AMERICA.  A  limited  number  of  die  cracks  appear  on  the  de- 
fective reverses  used  in  the  later  years  so  it  is  still  not  certain  how  many  reverses 
are  involved  in  this  broken  stripe  production. 

I  would  be  interested  to  know  if  anyone  has  other  ideas  on  the  source  of  these 
die  defects.  I  am  only  offering  my  idea  as  to  a  possible  cause  of  these  defects. 
I  am  sure  that  there  is  still  much  to  be  learned  from  these  interesting  coins. 


LSCC  members  Meet  at  FUN  Show 

The  1992  FUN  Show  proved  to  be  a  good  mix  of  collector,  investor  and  dealer 
activity.  Overall,  a  more  positive  buying  attitude  prevailed  among  all  of  those  in 
attendance,  not  just  among  true  hard  core  collectors.  The  biggest  complaint 
seemed  to  be  the  lack  of  good  material  for  purchase.  Demand  for  collector  coins 
is  definitely  out  stripping  the  currently  available  supply. 

An  LSCC  regional  meeting  was  held  at  9  a.m.  on  Friday,  January  9,  1992 
with  about  50  persons  in  attendance.  The  meeting  was  conducted  by  Vice- 
President  Larry  Briggs  who  discussed  a  variety  of  topics  relating  to  19th  century 
Seated  coinage.  Much  of  the  conversation  centered  around  the  new  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  Uberty  Seated  Quarters  that  had  just  been  released  by  Larry  Briggs 
with  edits  and  consultations  by  Harry  Smith.  Larry  announced  that  hard-bound 
copies  of  the  book  would  be  received  for  shipment  by  February  12,  1992.  It  was 
also  announced  that  Al  BIythe  would  release  his  new  book  on  half  dimes  in  March 
1992  and  that  the  new  book  on  Liberty  Seated  dimes  by  Brian  Greer  would  be 
available  at  some  point  later  this  spring.  Dr.  Glenn  Peterson  indicated  that  he 
has  been  working  on  a  cross  reference  index  for  all  dates  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes 
for  articles  in  the  three  Collective  Volumes  of  the  Journal.  He  indicated  that  it  might 
be  of  value  to  have  a  cross  reference  developed  for  the  other  Seated  series  as 
well.  This  sounds  like  a  good  project  for  some  interested  LSCC  member. 

Overall,  the  LSCC  meeting  provided  a  good  exchange  of  information  on  top- 
ics of  interest  to  club  members.  It  was  generally  felt  that  this  show  seemed  to 
signal  a  renewed  interest  in  buying  and  an  increased  demand  for  quality  Liberty 
Seated  coinage. 

Larry  Briggs 
Vice-President  LSCC 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS  FROM  BILL  FIVAZ 


Several  abbreviations  have  been  used  to  more  accurately  describe  the  coins  in  this  listing. 
These  are  as  follows:  RPD— repunched  date,  RPM— repunched  mintmark,  VEDS— very  early 
die  state,  EDS— early  die  state,  MDS— middle  die  state,  LDS— late  die  state. 


HALF  DIMES 

1839-0  RPD,  V-2a,  EDS,  F  $50 

1839-0  RPD,  shattered  rev,  V-2b,  MDS,  EF  .  95 

1839-  0  RPD,  shattered  rev,  V-2c,  LOS,  VG  .  35 

1840-  0  NO,  1840/840,  V-4,  F   45 

1840-0  WD,  V-5,  VF   125 

1840-0  WD,  V-5,  VF/EF   175 

1840-0  WD,V-7,  AF   75 

1840-  O  WD,  V-7,  VF   125 

1841-  0  Small  o,  V-1,  F   25 

1841-0  Small  0,  V-1,  slightly  bent,  EF  ....  35 

1841-0  Medium  0,  V-3,  AF   20 

1841-0  Medium  0,  V-3,  F   25 

1843  Obv.  die  enck,  V-5a,  EF   95 

1844  RPD,  V-3,  VEDS,  EF   70 

1844  RPD,  V-3,  EDS,  F   30 

1844  RPD.  V-3,  LDS,  VF   55 

1844-0  Small  o,  V-2,  rotated  rev.  AF   275 

1845  RPD,  V-5,  VF   75 

1845  RPD.  V-5,  EF   100 

1848  Large  Date,  V-1,  edge  ding,  EF . . . .  95 

1848  Rev.  die  craciu,  V-5,  F/VF   25 

1849  9/8,  V-2.  VEDS,  VQ   25 

1849  9/8.  V-2,  EDS,  F   40 

1849  9/8,  V-2,  LDS,  F   35 

1849  9/6.  V-4.  EDS.  lf+    125 

1849  9/6.  V-4.  F/VF   100 

1849  9/6,  V-5,  EF   100 

1849  RPD,  V-8a,  LDS,  EF/AU   175 

1849-0  Obv.  &  rev.  cracics,  V-1,  EF   425 

1852  0  LargeO,  V-1,  F   75 

1853  NA,  V-la,  small  cut  at  K-1,  VF  . . . .  70 

1854  Large  Date,  V-1,  VF    95 

1858  Inverted  Date,  Breen  3091,  F    75 

1858  Inverted  Date,  Breen  3091,  VF  ....  125 

1858  RPD,  Breen  3090,  F   125 

1858  RPD,  Breen  3090,  EF   275 

1861  Overdate,  1/0,  Breen  3102,  AU  . . . .  125 

1869-S  RPD,  Breen  3126.  EF-45   115 

1872  Doubled  die  obv.  Breen  3132.  F  . . .  50 


DIMES 

1838-0  A-1.  no  obv.  cuds,  VF-30  $395 

1838-  0  A-2,  F   95 

1839-  0   RPM,  0/0.  A-3.  VEDS.  VG/F   35 

1839-  0   RPM.  0/0.  A-3,  VF-35   65 

1840     Chinwhiskers,  VF   30 

1840-  0  A-1,  F   20 

1842-0  A-1,VF   15 

1843     RPD,  A-2,  F   25 

1845  RPD.  unlisted.  Breen  3249.  EF-40 .  150 

1845-0  Daric  obverse.  F   25 

1845-0  VF   75 

1847     A-1.  very  high  date.  F   40 

1849     Thin  Date.  A-1,  AU-50   175 

1849      1849/1848,  A-3,  AU-50    295 

1849-0   Large  0,  A-1.  F/VF   75 

1856-0   56/56  south,  A-2,  VF    40 

1873  NA,  RPD,  Closed  3,  unlisted.  AU. .  195 

1873  Doubled  die  obv.  Breen  3368.  EF  .  1150 

1876-  S  Type  2  rev,  A-4,  Breen  3394,  EF  . .  60 
1891-S   Large  S/smail  s,  A-5,  VF   50 

QUARTERS 

1853      3/4,  EDS,  F  $125 

1853      3/4,  EDS,  VF   225 

1853      3/4,  LDS,  VF   175 

HALVES 

1840  Rev.  of  1838,  Obv.  #1,  EDS,  EF  .  .$  575 

1840      Rev.  of  1838,  LDS,  AU   650 

1845-0   RPD.  1845/1845  left,  VF   95 

1845-0  RPD  far  right,  Breen  4780,  VF/XF  .  750 

1855     5/4.  overdate,  EDS,  EF   175 

1855     5/4.  overdate,  MDS.  AU-55    350 

1856-0   RPD.  1856/1-56  north.  EF   75 

1859-0   RPD,  9/9  low,  AU   150 

1861-0  Confederate  Obverse,  AU   1750 

1873  ARR.  quad-stripes  on  obv,  VQ  . . . .  135 

1873  ARR.  quad-stripes  on  obv.  f+...  260 

1877-  S   RPM.  8/S.  Breen  #5010.  AU   225 


All  coins  guaranteed  as  described.  Terms  available  on  higher  priced  coins.  These  coins  are  va- 
rieties from  my  collection  which  I  have  decided  to  sell.  Many  have  been  featured  in  articles  in 
the  journal  and  many  are  plate  coins  in  Breen's  encyclopedia.  You  may  call  to  reserve  coins  at 
(404)  396-6125.  The  best  time  to  reach  me  is  during  the  evenings,  except  Tuesdays  and  Wed- 
nesdays, and  on  weekends.  Please  make  check  payable  to  Bill  Fivaz. 

Bill  Fivaz  •  P.O.  Box  888660  •  Dunwoody,  GA  30356-8660 
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A  Doubled  Die  1891  Dime 
by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

I  recently  published  an  article  on  the  quad-striped  1873  half  dollar  and  in  this 
article  discussed  the  possibility  that  other  Seated  coins  might  exhibit  additional 
striping  in  the  obverse  shield.  I  mentioned  that  the  possibility  of  this  happening 
was  quite  real.  Indeed,  not  too  long  after  this  article  was  published  I  discovered 
an  1891  dime  with  additional  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield. 

Although  the  doubled  die  1891  dime  is  not  as  dramatically  doubled  as  the  1873 
quad-striped  half,  it  is  still  a  collectable  variety.  The  doubling  shows  immediately 
to  the  right  of  many  of  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  shield,  above  the  ribbon  over  the 
letters  RTY  and  to  the  right  of  several  folds  in  the  drapery.  This  is  a  pivoted  hub 
doubled  die  with  the  pivot  near  the  rim  at  10  o'clock.  The  strongest  doubling  shows 
at  the  C  in  AMERICA. 

Another  interesting  point  is  that  this  variety  represents  the  last  possible  year 
for  a  doubled  die  coin  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  Keep  looking;  other  doubled 
die  varieties  likely  exist  throughout  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 


1891  Doubled  Die  Dime 
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Lawrence  N.  Rogak 

is  the  market  maker  for 
Seated  Dollar  Culls 

Listed  below  are  my  guaranteed  buy  prices  for 
Seated  dollars  in  any  condition:  Fair,  AG,  da- 
maged or  holed,  clear  dates  and  mintmarks  are 
required,  otherwise  price  is  negotiable.  Better 


coins  get  better  prices.  I  reserve  the  right  to  reject  coins  which  have  been  partly 
melted,  those  which  are  covered  with  solder  or  those  which  have  the  design 
significantly  obliterated. 


1840   $30 

1841  28 

1842   25 

1843   25 

1844   66 

1845   55 

1846   25 

1846-0    50 

1847   25 

1848   65 

1849   32 

1850   105 

1850-O  60 

1851   1000* 

1852   1000* 

1853   55 

1854   150 

1855   150 

1856   65 

1857   65 

1858   400* 

1859   55 


1859-0   $25 

1859-  S  65 

1860   55 

1860-  O  25 

1861  100 

1862   100 

1863   60 

1864   60 

1865   55 

1866   55 

1867   60 

1868   60 

1869   40 

1870   40 

1870-  CC  75 

1871  20 

1871-  CC  500* 

1872   21 

1872-  CC  225* 

1872-  S   100 

1873   40 

1873-  CC  1000* 


*  subject  to  authentication  by  ANACS 

Also  Wanted: 

Circulated  Seated  Dollars  in  slabs;  write  with  description  and  price. 
Any  Seated  dollar  love  token;  please  write. 
Minimum  buy  prices  for  Trade  Dollars  &  Gobrecht  Dollars;  please  write. 
Coin  albums;  Library  of  Coins  Seated  Dollar,  Trade  Dollar  Albums; 
please  write. 

Lawrence  N.  Rogak    •    Attorney  to  the  Numismatic  Hobby 
P.O.  Box  547    •    Long  Beach,  New  York  11561 
Telephone  (516)  764-7990 
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Some  Interesting  Uses  for  Coins  During  the  19th  Century 

by 

Scott  G.  Grieb 

I  have  always  been  interested  in  how  people  used  their  coins  during  the  19th 
century.  I  have  run  across  some  interesting  examples  from  the  last  century  that 
I  thought  I  would  pass  along  to  other  club  members. 

1)  This  first  story  concerns  Bill  Briggs,  the  1850's  San  Francisco  gambling  house 
owner  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  article  on  San  Francisco  Seated  dimes  that 
was  published  in  Issue  #49  of  the  Journal.  Previously,  I  had  reported  that  every 
morning  he  would  throw  small  change  taken  in  over  his  tables  out  the  door  of 
his  establishment.  It  is  also  reported  that  he  would  "go  down  to  the  vegetable 
market,  where  the  gamins  assembled  every  morning  to  gather  up  the  refuse 
to  feed  their  goats  and  cows.  Briggs  would  stand  on  the  sidewalk,  pitch  a  hand- 
ful of  coins  into  the  street  and  laugh  until  his  sides  ached  to  see  the  little  fel- 
lows scramble  for  them.  In  this  way  he  would  throw  away  from  twenty-five  to 
fifty  dollars  each  morning;  but  he  knew  it  went  to  families  who  had  recently 
arrived  and  who  found  money  a  most  welcome  aid  to  their  support."  For  those 
who  don't  know,  a  "gamin"  is  a  neglected  boy  of  city  streets." 

2)  Another  story  concerns  the  use  of  coins  in  the  gambling  halls  of  the  early  west. 
Serious  small  stakes  players  usually  anteed  up  a  quarter  a  hand,  professional 
gamblers  usually  started  at  a  dollar.  In  the  gambling  halls,  the  bets  were  made 
in  silver  or  gold  coin  rather  than  paper  money,  since  paper  money,  even  from 
local  banks,  was  not  trusted.  Consequently,  if  the  house  musicians  were  on 
a  break,  all  one  could  hear  was  "a  slight  hum  of  voices,  and  the  constant  clink- 
ing of  money;  for  it  was  the  fashion,  while  standing  at  a  table,  to  have  a  lot  of 
dollars  in  ones  hands,  and  to  keep  shuffling  them  backwards  and  forwards  like 
so  many  cards." 

The  Chinese  were  significant  gamblers.  Most  of  their  games  were  played  for 
relatively  small  stakes  and  one  game  known  as  "white  pigeon  ticket,"  could 
be  played  for  as  little  as  ten  cents  a  ticket.  For  many  of  their  games,  the  Chi- 
nese used  small  brass  coins  from  China. 

3)  In  1875,  the  Washington  territory  decided  to  hold  a  lottery  to  provide  funds  to 
build  a  railroad  from  Seattle  to  the  east.  60,000  tickets  were  to  be  sold  at  "$5 
coin  each."  Paper  money  was  not  accepted.  The  coins  however,  were  accepted 
by  Henry  Yesler  who  had  put  up  his  outdated  sawmill  in  Seattle  as  first  prize. 
The  county  government  had  issued  the  first  license  to  sell  these  tickets  to  the 
County  Commissioner— Henry  Yesler.  Then,  after  months  of  selling  tickets  with 
no  money  entering  the  territorial  coffers  for  a  railroad,  the  territorial  supreme 
court  declared  the  lottery  illegal  and  Yesler  was  fined  $25.  He  kept  the  proceeds 
he  collected,  nobody  ever  got  a  refund,  there  is  no  record  he  ever  paid  the  $25 
and  he  died  seventeen  years  later,  in  Seattle,  a  millionaire. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1855-0    PCGS-62,  frosty  with  reverse  toning   $950 

1868-S    PCGS-62,  lool(S  mucti  nicer   650 

QUARTERS 

1865      ANACS,  PR-60,  free  NCI  PR-63  papers  included   $375 

1867      ANACS-62,  a  Sharp  attractive  business  strike    1250 

1867      PCGS  PR-62,  to  give  you  a  choice.  Beautiful  deep  blue  and 

purple  with  a  few  other  colors  mixed  in   850 

1877-CC  PCGS-64,  frosty  obverse,light  iridescent  reverse  toning   1050 

HALVES 

1873       Arrows,  ANACS  AU-55   $500 

1874-CC  PCGS  AU-55,  beautiful  toning.  Certainly  among  finer  specimens 

known  for  this  date.  WB-2Aa  variety   7500 

1877-CC  ANACS-60,  sharp  and  attractive   575 

1891      NGC-63,  lovely  gold  toning  over  seml-prooflike  surfaces   950 

All  orders  postpaid. 
Two  week  return  privilege  for  any  reason. 
Minnesota  residents,  please  add  sales  tax. 

NEIL  CLASEN  •  LSCC  #607 

P.O.  Box  413  •  Anoka,  MN  55303 
Telephone  (612)421-4555 
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An  Elongated  Dime  From  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention 

by 

Frank  Van  Valen 


I  have  been  a  coin  collector  since  1961  and  a  staff  numismatist  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  since  1987.  In  all  that  time,  numismatics  has  never  become  a  tedious  chore 
to  me.  indeed,  I  feel  fortunate  that  people  are  willing  to  pay  me  to  do  what  I  love 
most.  I  enjoy  coins  now  as  much  as  I  did  when  I  first  began  collecting,  probably 
because  I  have  never  let  the  fun  leave  the  hobby. 

At  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  in  Rosemont,  Illinois  in  August  1991, 1  found 
the  time  to  enjoy  myself,  even  though  I  was  there  in  a  professional  capacity.  There 
was  much  to  do,  and  only  a  little  free  time  to  do  it,  so  I  planned  my  trip  well  in  ad- 
vance. I  managed  to  squeeze  out  an  hour  or  so  to  enjoy  the  LSCC  meeting  and 
found  it  to  be  time  well  spent. 

I  also  made  sure  to  visit  the  Elongated  Collectors  Society  booth  where  I  had 
some  elongated  coins  made  for  my  collection.  These  were  not  just  any  elongated 
coins,  but  elongated  Liberty  Seated  dimes  dated  1891.  Many  collectors  were  hav- 
ing pocket  change  turned  into  elongates  with  the  100th  Anniversary  logo  on  the 
reverse  but  I  went  a  step  further.  I  had  several  dimes  dated  1891  turned  into  elon- 
gates with  the  1891-1991  logo  in  the  reverse.  I  now  own  several  "unique"  souvenirs 
of  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention.  It  was  a  way  to  add  some  fun  to  my  stay  in  Rose- 
mont, and  to  add  some  very  interesting  pieces  to  my  Liberty  Seated  dime  collec- 
tion. Who  knows,  someday  these  souvenirs  may  be  desirable  exonumia  items,  much 
the  same  way  that  1893  Columbian  Exposition  elongates  are  today. 

I  do  not  have  any  of  these  pieces  for  sale  or  trade,  as  I  gave  several  to  friends, 
and  even  donated  an  elongated  1891  dime  to  the  ANA  Time  Capsule.  The  few  pie- 
ces I  have  left  will  always  be  a  good  reminder  of  my  time  at  the  ANA  Centennial 
Convention. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1846       VF  $390 

1848  Large  Date,  ANACS,  MS-63  ....  900 

1849-0     ANACS  AU-50   600 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1844  0     XF  $65 

1853       XF.  Arrovw  4  Rays  75 

1854-  0     UNC  500 

1855-  0     AU  125 

1856-  0     XF  60 

1856-S     VQ,  marks  40 

1859-0     XF  60 

1870-CC    G/VQ,  cleaned,  scratches   485 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840        F  $200 

1840       XF,  rim  bump  335 

1840  XF-AU  450 

1841  AU  400 

1842  XF  240 

1842  VG,  mark  above  4   75 

1843  XF   190 

1843       XF.  rim  nick  140 

1843  XF.  originai  260 

1844  XF,  originai  375 

1844       XF-H.  originai  610 

1844  UNC  1100 

1845  XF,  originai  400 

1845  AU  525 

1846  VF  135 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1846-0     XF,  reverse  rim  bump  $280 

1846-0     MS60/60,  ANACS,  tooled   980 

1847        F  105 

1847  XF-t-,  golden  toning  325 

1848  VF-H   400 

1849  XF+   275 

1849       AU  400 

1850-0     AG/G  90 

1850-0     F,  small  test  mark  275 

1850-0     G/VG,  marks  75 

1853       GyVG  140 

1856       AU,  iustei;  weak  strike  700 

1859-  0     XF/AU,  originai  310 

1860-  O     VF,  original  135 

1860-O     XF  165 

1860-O     XF,  originai  265 

1860-0     AU  385 

1862        M8-63   2400 

1865       XF.  reverse  rim  marks  275 

1868       AU-t-,  original   600 

1870        VF-h,orlglnal  145 

1870  G,  counterstamp  AUG  19  MLQ  .  .55 

1870  XF-»-,PL  290 

1870-CC    VG  250 

1870-  CC    Xf+  800 

1871  VF  115 

1871  XF  220 

1871-  CC    F  2600 

1872  XF,  original  210 


Terms 

All  coins  shipped  as  soon  as  possible. 
Hours:  8  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Thank  you  for  your  previous  orders. 
Full  10  day  return  privilege. 


MCI 


MILL  COIN  INVESTMENTS 

P.O.  Box  847 
Hastings,  Florida  32145 
Telephone  (904)  692-1846 
(800)  741-1776 
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LSCC  Question  and  Answer  Forum 


by 

Robert  Spangler 

This  column  is  intended  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  collectors  to  obtain  infor- 
mation on  issues  that  are  of  interest  or  concern  to  them.  Questions  for  this  column 
should  be  sent  to:  Robert  Spangler,  P.O.  1643,  Grand  Junction,  Colorado  81501. 

0.  Which  dates  among  San  Francisco  half  dimes  do  you  consider  to  be  the  most 
underrated? 

A.  I  contacted  LSCC  members  Al  BIythe  and  Charles  Woodruff  for  their  response 
to  this  question.  Al  BIythe  is  a  half  dime  collector  and  author  of  a  new  book 
on  the  half  dime  series  that  was  published  in  March  1992.  Charles  Woodruff 
is  a  dealer  who  specializes  in  half  dimes.  These  two  individuals  interpreted  this 
question  in  slightly  different  ways.  Charles  stated  his  opinion  concerning  Coin 
World  Trends  prices  relative  to  rarity  while  Al  gave  his  opinion  concerning  ap- 
parent rarity. 

Charles  believes  that  Coin  World  Trends  prices  are  an  accurate  gauge  of 
rarity  for  most  San  Francisco  half  dimes.  However,  he  states  that  high  grade 
examples  of  the  1864-S  half  dime  are  difficult  to  find  at  current  prices.  He  be- 
lieves that  nice  collector  coins  in  the  grades  from  F  to  VF  +  for  the  Civil  War 
era  from  the  1863-S  to  the  1868-S  are  also  difficult  to  locate.  He  also  believes 
that  the  1869-S  which  is  listed  only  slightly  above  a  common  date  price,  may 
be  a  sleeper. 

Al  states  that  with  the  exception  of  the  unique  1870-S  half  dime,  he  believes 
that  the  most  underrated  date  among  San  Francisco  half  dimes  is  the  1864-S, 
followed  1863-S  and  the  1867-S,  especially  in  high  grades.  He  says  that  exam- 
ples of  these  dates  are  usually  found  in  the  lower  circulated  grades.  The  1864-S 
has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  of  the  San  Francisco  half  dimes  and  ranked  first 
in  rarity  in  the  LSCC  half  dime  survey  conducted  several  years  ago.  This  date 
was  also  the  rarest  among  San  Francisco  half  dime  dates  for  examples  certi- 
fied by  the  combined  grading  services  as  of  June  1991  with  a  total  of  only  16 
coins  certified. 


RELAX 


■  As  a  hobby,  numismatics  provides  an  enjoyable  escape  from 
the  stress  of  daily  life. 

■  Dealing  with  a  coin  company  shouldn't  conflict  with  that. 

■  At  J.J.  Teaparty,  we  make  your  collecting  a  pleasure. 

J.J.  Teaparty 

51  Bromfield  St.  •  Boston,  MA  02108  •  (800)343-6412  (617)482-2398 
Ed  Leventhal  PMG  *255  ANA  LM*654 
Committed  to  the  Fine  Art  of  Numismatics 
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Update  on  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Book 


I  have  been  making  good  progress  preparing  my  new  book  on  Liberty  Seated 
dimes  and  I  anticipate  publication  sometime  during  the  spring.  As  previously  men- 
tioned, my  work  will  differ  from  the  Ahwash  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
in  several  ways.  Specifically,  I  have  attempted  to  respond  to  questions  that  have 
been  raised  as  a  result  of  the  Ahwash  reference.  I  have  included  rarity  estimates 
for  all  dates  and  major  varieties  in  several  circulated  grades  as  well  as  in  mint  state, 
provided  price  histories  for  all  dates  in  several  grades  and  described  newly  discov- 
ered varieties  in  the  series.  I  have  not  attempted  to  give  a  listing  of  all  known  die 
combinations  in  the  series  as  there  is  at  present  only  minimal  demand  for  this  type 
of  information.  Other  features  of  my  new  book  include  a  listing  of  the  number  of 
mint  state  specimens  graded  by  date  by  third  party  grading  services,  a  brief  history 
of  each  major  design  type  in  the  series  and  information  on  edge  reeding. 

I  would  like  to  thank  those  members  who  have  responded  to  my  request  for  in- 
formation on  the  dime  series  as  I  have  worked  to  prepare  my  manuscript  for  the 
book.  My  efforts  have  been  enhanced  by  the  generosity  of  those  who  have  re- 
sponded. I  remain  very  interested  in  hearing  about  additional  new  varieties  that 
collectors  discover  as  a  result  of  their  work  in  the  dime  series.  These  new  varieties 
can  be  added  to  a  future  edition  of  this  easy  to  expand  book  on  Liberty  Seated  dimes. 

Brian  Greer 
LSCC  #716 


QUAFTTERS 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1880  PCGS-62 

  $775 

1840  AU-53  

$950 

1845  EF-45  

530 

HALVES 

1847  EF-45  

365 

1856-S   EF-4Q/45  ... 

  $350 

1853  AU-50+   

725 

1857  EF-45  

  85 

1855  NGC-45  

2395 

1858-8   EF-45++  .... 

  299 

1859-0  EF-45  

350 

1859-0  EF-45  

  85 

1860  AU-50-1-   

850 

1864  AU-55   

  355 

1865  PCQ8-45  

685 

1889-8  EF-40  

  135 

1866  EF-45  

495 

1871  EF-45  

  85 

1868  EF-45  

495 

1874  EF-45  

  295 

1869  AU-55  

695 

1876  AU-50  

  135 

1871  AU-50  

575 

1883  EF-40  

  330 

1 .  All  coins  are  from  my  collection.  They  are  attractive  and  eye  appealing  for 

their  grades. 

2.  10-day  return  privilege  on  all  coins 

3.  Payment  made  with  bank  draft  or  money  order,  coins  shipped  next  day.  All 

coins  kept  in  bank  vault.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

4.  Member  ANA.  LSCC,  EAC,  JRCS. 

Joe  Shon  • 

LSCC  #912 

P.O.  Box  941685  •  Atlanta,  Georgia  30341 

Telephone  (404)  979-1039 
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Briggs  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  Now  Available 

The  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series  runs  from  1838  to  1891  and  has  long  been 
known  to  contain  a  large  number  of  rare  and  underrated  dates.  But  it  is  my  feeling 
that  collector  interest  in  Seated  quarters  has  been  greatly  hampered  for  many  years 
by  the  lack  of  a  comprehensive  reference  work  on  this  series.  This  problem  has 
been  solved  by  the  recent  release  of  "The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Liberty  Seated  Quarters"  by  Larry  Briggs.  This  new  book  has  been  well  re- 
searched and  contains  a  wealth  of  new  information  never  before  available  on  the 
Seated  quarter  series.  There  are  enlarged  pictures  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of 
every  date  in  the  series  as  well  as  descriptions  of  all  of  the  known  obverse  and  re- 
verse dies  used  to  strike  the  Seated  quarters.  There  are  also  several  hundred  close 
up  pictures  of  specific  varieties  showing  mintmark  placements,  date  placements 
and  other  assorted  die  scratches,  die  cracks  and  die  defects.  Nowhere  has  as  much 
valuable  information  on  the  Seated  quarter  series  been  assembled  into  one  com- 
prehensive work.  This  effort  is  destined  to  become  a  valuable  reference  on  the  ser- 
ies and  is  bound  to  stimulate  interest  and  collector  awareness  in  this  long  overlooked 
series  of  rare  date  coins  of  the  19th  century. 

The  most  valuable  contribution  that  this  book  makes  is  that  it  provides  a  stand- 
ard reference  work  on  the  series.  The  collector  can  now  take  the  pieces  in  his  col- 
lection and  compare  their  characteristics  with  the  pictures  provided  in  this  book. 
This  will  immediately  identify  the  date  placement  and  mintmark  size  and  place- 
ment for  the  genuine  coins  in  the  series.  This  information  will  be  invaluable  in  iden- 
tifying counterfeit  specimens  and  give  the  colletor  confirmation  of  specific  die 
characteristics  seen  on  genuine  specimens.  While  this  work  is  well  researched, 
it  is  inevitable  that  new  varieties  will  be  discovered  following  the  release  of  this  book. 
The  book  will  thus  provide  the  basis  for  extending  the  available  knowledge  of  the 
quarter  series  and  let  the  collector  know  when  he  has  encountered  a  coin  that  has 
not  been  previously  described  in  the  literature  on  the  series.  There  is  no  question 
that  this  book  signals  the  beginning  of  a  new  and  exciting  era  in  the  collecting  of 
the  Seated  quarter  dollars  of  the  19th  century. 

The  author  has  also  provided  valuable  information  on  the  rarity  and  strike  of 
the  different  dates  in  the  series.  Rarity  estimates  are  given  for  various  circulated 
grades  and  for  coins  in  uncirculated  condition.  Strike  characteristics  are  provided 
to  help  the  collector  determine  whether  the  quality  of  a  particular  specimen  is  typ- 
ical of  those  pieces  that  he  might  likely  encounter.  This  information  is  especially 
helpful  for  those  dates  which  have  notoriously  bad  strikes  and  are  seldom  if  ever 
available  with  sharp  detail.  While  some  of  the  rarity  ratings  and  strike  qualities  are 
bound  to  be  revised  with  more  experience  in  the  series,  this  book  makes  an  inval- 
uable contribution  by  providing  a  base  reference  from  which  adjustments  can  be 
made. 

The  new  encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  is  a  necessity  for  any  collec- 
tor of  the  Seated  quarter  series.  It  is  the  first  comprehensive  reference  work  de- 
dicated specifically  to  Seated  quarters  and  is  destined  to  take  its  place  among  the 
standard  reference  books  on  United  States  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


I  would  like  to  comment  on  Bill  Bugert's  1856  quarter  that  is  pictured  in  the  last 
Issue  of  the  journal  and  other  extra  digit  varieties  that  have  been  shown  recently 
in  the  journal.  I  must  refer  the  reader  to  an  article  by  Del  Romines  in  the  October 
1991  issue  of  Errorscope.  He  suggests  that  a  date  punch  locating  fixture  if  misused 
could  account  for  these  varieties.  Frankly,  he  presents  a  compelling  argument  to 
explain  these  extra  digit  varieties. 

Andrew  Wells 
LSCC  #1237 


Collective  Volume  Number  Three  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  v^as  released  to  club 
members  last  summer,  and  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  was  a  job  very  professionally 
done  by  LSCC  President  John  McCloskey.  Anyone  who  has  been  involved  in  pub- 
lishing a  book  knows  first  hand  of  the  many  hours  of  work  that  this  involves.  Ail 
those  who  wrote  articles  during  the  past  five  years  were  participants  to  be  sure, 
but  layout  of  the  pages,  proofreading  of  the  copy,  coordinating  the  work  with  the 
printer  and  skipped  deadlines  for  the  printed  product  were  all  headaches  John  bore 
with  a  minimum  of  help.  The  only  compensation  that  he  receives  for  all  of  these 
efforts  comes  in  the  form  of  "a  job  well  done"  and  a  "thank  you."  Thanks,  John. 


Al  E.  BIythe 
LSCC  #579 

I  really  enjoyed  Weimar  White's  article,  "What  some  of  Your  Liberty  Seated  Coins 
Were  Worth  in  1932"  that  appeared  in  Issue  §52  of  the  journal.  It  is  always  fun  to 
look  back  at  old  dealer  purchase  prices  and  wish  we  could  go  back  and  make  a 
few  choice  purchases  ourselves.  For  people  who  do  not  happen  to  possess  copies 
of  the  catalogues  of  the  day,  Weimar's  article  was  just  the  vehicle  needed  to  fuel 
such  thoughts.  Anyway,  the  article  got  me  thinking  and  I  would  like  to  add  a  little 
something  concerning  the  buy  prices  in  B.  Max  Mehl's  catalogues.  I  believe  that 
these  old  buy  prices  were  nowhere  near  his  selling  prices.  Many  factors  would  have 
entered  into  his  buy  prices,  from  wishful  thinking  as  Weimar  has  noted,  to  postage, 
publishing  costs,  staff  salaries  and  profit  potential  just  to  name  a  few.  While  I  do 
not  have  a  copy  of  Mehl's  selling  prices  for  1932, 1  can  compare  his  1959  Star  Rare 
Coin  Encyclopedia  to  the  1959  Redbook.  In  1959,  Mehl  was  offering  to  pay  from 
$4  to  $6  for  common  date  proof  Seated  dollars.  The  Redbook  sell  prices  for  these 
same  dates  ranged  from  $50  to  $325.  This  represents  a  pretty  hefty  gross  profit 
margin.  Other  Seated  coins  were  priced  about  the  same  in  his  encyclopedia.  No 
wonder  Walter  Breen  refers  to  his  encyclopedia  as  possessing  "no  numismatic 
value."  To  give  Mehl  his  due,  he  did  offer  to  pay  a  bit  more  for  high  grade  rare  ma- 
terial, but  I  cannot  find  an  offer  of  more  than  half  the  corresponding  Redbook  price. 
This  is  from  a  man  who  offered  to  pay  $50  for  any  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  years 
after  all  five  of  the  known  specimens  had  been  sold  as  a  group  for  $2,000. 

Scott  G.  Grieb 
LSCC  #740 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTy  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


^sss^ssssssssssssssssssssssssasasssssi 

Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CITY  STATE  ZIP   I 

I'M  A  COLLECTORD        DEALERD  COLLECTOR/DEALERD 

YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTQ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 

SIGNATURE   DATE  


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change  your 
mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals  returned  to  us 
for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases, 
we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To 
avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  asisst  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  ciiange 
of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1870-S  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited.  This  is 
your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf  of  the  members. 
Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


